
“And, being assembled together with them, com-
manded them that they should not depart from Jeru-
salem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, 
saith he, ye have heard of me. 5 For John truly bap-
tized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the 
Holy Ghost not many days hence. 6 When they 
therefore were come together, they asked of him, 
saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the 
kingdom to Israel? 7 And he said unto them, It is not 
for you to know the times or the seasons, which the 
Father hath put in his own power. 8 But ye shall re-
ceive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jeru-
salem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:4-8). 

The Christian Ministry can be likened to a Spiritual 
Hospital, Hostile Warfront, Intensive school, Seri-
ous competitive Sports, Rigorous farming, Long 
journey, Boot camp, Difficult workplace, Smelting 
at a furnace of heat, Fire fighting, Guerrilla war-
fare, etc. 

Faithfulness in discharging spiritual responsibilities 
can result in various challenges including:  

1) Luke 9:62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, 
having put his hand to the plough, and looking 
back, is fit for the kingdom of God.   

2) Matthew 10:21-25 And the brother shall deliver 
up the brother to death, and the father the child: 
and the children shall rise up against their par-
ents, and cause them to be put to death. 
22 And ye shall be hated of all men for my 
name's sake: but he that endureth to the end 
shall be saved. 23 But when they persecute you 
in this city, flee ye into another: for verily I say 
unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities 
of Israel, till the Son of man be come. 24 The 
disciple is not above his master, nor the servant 
above his lord. 25 It is enough for the disciple 
that he be as his master, and the servant as his 
lord. If they have called the master of the house 
Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them 
of his household? 

3) 2 Timothy 2:3 Thou therefore endure hardness, 
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 

4) Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill 
the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but 
rather fear him which is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell.  

5) Matthew 10:34-37 Think not that I am come 
to send peace on earth: I came not to send 
peace, but a sword. 35 For I am come to set 
a man at variance against his father, and the 
daughter against her mother, and the daugh-
ter in law against her mother in law. 36 And a 
man's foes shall be they of his own house-
hold. 37 He that loveth father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me: and he that 
loveth son or daughter more than me is not 
worthy of me. 

6) 2 Corinthians 11:23-29 Are they ministers of 
Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in la-
bours more abundant, in stripes above meas-
ure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. 
24 Of the Jews five times received I forty 
stripes save one. 25 Thrice was I beaten with 
rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered 
shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in 
the deep; 26 In journeyings often, in perils of 
waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine 
own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in 
perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in 
perils in the sea, in perils among false breth-
ren; 27 In weariness and painfulness, in 
watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fast-
ings often, in cold and nakedness. 28 Beside 
those things that are without, that which 
cometh upon me daily, the care of all the 
churches. 29 Who is weak, and I am not 
weak? who is offended, and I burn not? 

7) Other Perplexities 

Facing these challenges successfully demands 
supernatural power that has been made availa-
ble through the Holy Spirit.  
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“But ye shall re-
ceive power, after 

that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses unto 
me...” (Acts 1:8). 

“And, being assembled together with them, commanded 
them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait 
for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have 
heard of me” (Acts 1:4).  


