
“From that time Jesus began to preach, and to 
say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand” (Matthew 4:17). 

Jesus started His ministry with a clarion call to 
repentance on the grounds that the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand - implying that time is running 
out! There is a lot to learn from this, including:  

1) In our previous lesson in Matthew 4:12-16, we 
learnt that prophecy was fulfilled by Jesus going 
to reside in the land of Zabulon - “The people 
which sat in darkness saw great light; and to 
them which sat in the region and shadow of 
death light is sprung up” (Matthew 4:16). The 
fact that they saw great light did not imply that 
Jesus should not preach. This is important be-
cause words complement actions and fulfils di-
vine requirements. The fact that words travel 
slower than light does not make words less im-
portant to light. They both have their unique 
roles to fill in God’s programme. God gave us 
mouths to communicate.  

2) “Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor 
speak any more in his name. But his word 
was in mine heart as a burning fire shut 
up in my bones, and I was weary with forbear-
ing, and I could not stay” (Jeremiah 20:9). 

3) If we fail to communicate, we fail to fulfil God’s 
purpose in our lives. The dead dry bones in 
Ezekiel 37 only became a mighty army because 
the prophet prophesied as he was commanded.  

4) Romans 10:13-15 says “For whosoever shall 
call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
14 How then shall they call on him in whom 
they have not believed? and how shall they be-
lieve in him of whom they have not heard? and 
how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And 
how shall they preach, except they be sent? as 
it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad 
tidings of good things!” 

5) Note the sharp similarity between Jesus’ 
preaching and that of John within a relatively 
short period of time - both emphasising the 
shortness of time and the need for immediate 
and genuine repentance - “Repent… for the 
Kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2). 
Jesus was not bothered about appearing to 
repeat John’s preaching as if He had nothing 
of His to preach. God’s precept must remain 
our priority in preaching.  

6) The shortness of time demands urgency of 
preaching, and of repentance.  John was not 
fooled by the external response of the people 
as he demanded for irrefutable evidence of 
genuine repentance (Matthew 3:5-10). Future 
participation in God’s glory is predicated upon 
personal willingness to repent. Change and 
bring forth good fruit meet for repentance, 
otherwise you will face the consequences of 
divine judgement from God’s axe that is al-
ready laid unto the root of every tree.    

7) Gospel preaching may comfort and console 
but its primary purpose is not for (a) social 
entertainment, (b) intellectual stimulation, (c) 
emotional cushioning. True preaching brings 
conviction and repentance. However, to 
those who resist, it can bring trembling, stir 
up anger, offence, divisions, etc. (Acts 24:25; 
6:8-15; Luke 4:29-30;12:51-53; Jeremiah 
20:9) and other negative responses. It is im-
portant to understand the nature of the territo-
ry in order to be faithful to God.   

What Jesus said in this text, He is still saying 
today.  What is the evidence of your proper 
response? Remember, time is running out. 
Today is your day of Salvation (2 Cor 6:2).  
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“From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Re-
pent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 
4:17).  

“In those days came John the Baptist, 
preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, 
2 And saying, Repent ye: for the king-
dom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:1
-2). 


