
A Memorial of Love   

“Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house 
of Simon the leper, 7 There came unto him a 
woman having an alabaster box of very precious 
ointment, and poured it on his head, as he sat at 
meat. 8 But when his disciples saw it, they had 
indignation, saying, To what purpose is this 
waste? 9 For this ointment might have been sold 
for much, and given to the poor. 10 When Jesus 
understood it, he said unto them, Why trouble ye 
the woman? for she hath wrought a good work 
upon me. 11 For ye have the poor always with 
you; but me ye have not always. 12 For in that 
she hath poured this ointment on my body, she 
did it for my burial. 13 Verily I say unto you, 
Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in 
the whole world, there shall also this, that this 
woman hath done, be told for a memorial of 
her” (Matthew 26:6-13). 

“God is love” (I John 4:8), and He is greatly de-
lighted when He finds His children manifesting 
love, as that makes them act in His Character. 
Love gives. When God loved the world, He gave 
His only begotten son, to die for the world (John 
3:16).  When there is true love, no gift is consid-
ered too much or a waste. In this story, a woman 
demonstrated her love and adoration for Jesus by 
anointing Him with alabaster box of oil - an act that 
was considered by onlookers as a waste. There is 
a lot to learn from this story, including:    

1) Jesus visited Simon the leper. Some would 
have been scared of visiting such a person, for 
fear of catching his sickness, even if the leprosy 
had already been healed - but not Jesus. He 
was not put off by the downtrodden of the soci-
ety. Effectiveness in saving souls, require will-
ingness to associate, as that opens the doors of 
their heart to the gospel. It also requires faith for 
divine protection in every circumstance.  

2) Jesus not only visited but also sat at meat in 
Simon’s house - a gesture of acceptance and 
fellowship.  

3) This woman may not have been able to access 
Jesus in the temple or in other large crowds, 
but found Simon’s house an accessible place to 

reach Jesus, and she did not waste her time 
in making the best use of the opportunity. It 
did not matter to her what others would think 
about her actions as long as her heart and 
intentions were pure. “There is no fear in 
love; but perfect love casteth out fear” (I John 
4:18).  

4) The ointment she used on Jesus was not a 
cheap one, but was described as “precious 
ointment”, which provoked the disciples to 
such indignation that they questioned “to 
what purpose is this waste?” (vs 8).  

5) To justify their criticism, they pointed out that 
the ointment might have been sold “for much” 
and the proceeds given to the poor.  

6) Jesus saw beyond their façade, and cooled 
them down with the explanation “Why trouble 
ye the woman? for she hath wrought a good 
work upon me. For ye have the poor always 
with you; but me ye have not always. For in 
that she hath poured this ointment on my 
body, she did it for my burial” (vs 10-12).  

7) God never allows a good work with the right 
intentions to go unrewarded. This selfless act 
of true love and adoration received a fitting 
memorial as reward throughout time  - “Verily 
I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall 
be preached in the whole world, there shall 
also this, that this woman hath done, be told 
for a memorial of her” (vs 13). This woman 
was not thinking of such a reward when she 
performed the act.    

Everyday in life, we are presented with many 
opportunities of showing love to Jesus through  
the people we meet (Matthew 25:31-46). Make 
the best use of your opportunities.  “My little chil-
dren, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; 
but in deed and in truth” (1 John 3:18).     
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“Verily I say unto 
you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be 
preached in the whole world, there shall 
also this, that this woman hath done, be 
told for a memorial of her” (Matthew 
26:13).  

“There came unto him a woman having an alabaster box 
of very precious ointment, and poured it on his head, as 
he sat at meat (Matthew 26:7).  
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