
Discerning Prophetic Fulfimement 

When the day of reckoning arrives, right priorities 
and prompt actions are essential to victory.  

“When ye therefore shall see the abomination of 
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand 
in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him under-
stand:) 16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee 
into the mountains: 17 Let him which is on the 
housetop not come down to take any thing out of 
his house: 18 Neither let him which is in the field 
return back to take his clothes. 19 And woe unto 
them that are with child, and to them that give 
suck in those days! 20 But pray ye that your flight 
be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: 
21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was 
not since the beginning of the world to this time, 
no, nor ever shall be. 22 And except those days 
should be shortened, there should no flesh be 
saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be 
shortened” (Matthew 24:15-22). 

Good teachers always prepare their students to 
excel on the day of examination.  In this teaching, 
Jesus expounded on right priorities and necessary 
actions at the manifestation of the abomination of 
desolation, prophesied of in Daniel 9:27 “And he 
shall confirm the covenant with many for one 
week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause 
the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the 
overspreading of abominations he shall make it 
desolate, even until the consummation, and that 
determined shall be poured upon the desolate”.  

1) Daniel’s prophecy that Jesus quoted here took 
place around 538 B.C. but Jesus did not con-
sider it outdated. His reference to it was with an 
attitude that confirms, He expected it to be liter-
ally fulfilled in the future. He knew that scrip-
tures cannot be broken (John 10:35), and that 
“… Till heaven and earth pass, 
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from 
the law, till all be fulfilled” (Matthew 5:18).  Simi-
larly, we should have the same level of confi-
dence in the word of God because “God is not a 
man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, 
that he should repent: hath he said, and shall 
he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he 

not make it good?” (Numbers 23:19). The Bi-
ble teaches about heaven, hell, the second 
coming of Christ and many other things. All 
these will surely come to pass, even if some 
do not believe. Their unbelief, cannot change 
the faithfulness of God (Romans 3:3,4).   

2) Jesus’ reference to the day of manifestation 
of the abomination of desolation, gave His 
hearers a unique reference point for discern-
ment, determination, decision and right ac-
tion. Failure to recognise the times lead to 
irreparable loss (Luke 19:44).  

3) The phrase “whoso readeth, let him under-
stand” (vs 15) highlight the need for diligence 
in discerning prophetic fulfilment. It is one 
thing to read and another to discerning.   

4) In verses 16-18, Jesus outlined specific ac-
tions to be taken on that time, in order to es-
cape. As that time is still in the future, and we 
do not know exactly where we will be when it 
happens, we need to allow these sink into our 
subconscious and become part of our second 
nature, so we can remember to act right 
when the time comes.  

5) Verses 19 and 20 indicates that the timing of 
the event can affect the level of pain, there-
fore, believers are admonished to pray about 
the right timing. We cannot stop God’s plan 
from unfolding, but we can pray to influence 
the timing. 

6) The great tribulation will be marked with such 
distress that has never been seen since the 
world began. It is not a time of fun or some-
thing to joke about. Jesus noted that if those 
days were not to be shortened, for the sake 
of the elect, then nobody would survive it.  

To be forewarned, is to be forearmed. Jesus’ 
message should make us all sit up and seriously 
prepare to make the rapture.  
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“But pray ye that 
your flight be not 

in the winter, neither on the sabbath 
day” (Matthew 24:20).  

“When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desola-
tion, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy 
place… Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the 
mountains” (Matthew 24:15-16). 
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