
Childlike Humility & Freedom From Offences 

“At the same time came the disciples unto Je-
sus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven? 2 And Jesus called a little child unto 
him, and set him in the midst of them, 3 And 
said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be con-
verted, and become as little children, ye shall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as 
this little child, the same is greatest in the king-
dom of heaven. 5 And whoso shall receive one 
such little child in my name receiveth me. 6 But 
whoso shall offend one of these little ones which 
believe in me, it were better for him that a mill-
stone were hanged about his neck, and that he 
were drowned in the depth of the sea. 7 Woe 
unto the world because of offences! for it must 
needs be that offences come; but woe to that 
man by whom the offence cometh! 8 Wherefore 
if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, 
and cast them from thee: it is better for thee to 
enter into life halt or maimed, rather than having 
two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting 
fire. 9 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, 
and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to enter 
into life with one eye, rather than having two 
eyes to be cast into hell fire. 10 Take heed that 
ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say 
unto you, That in heaven their angels do always 
behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. 
14 Even so it is not the will of your Father which 
is in heaven, that one of these little ones should 
perish” (Matthew 18:1-10,14).  

1) Questions of relative importance are usually 
very prominent in the minds of many, whether 
they are voiced out or not.  The words, ac-
tions, attitudes and relationships are always 
assessed in relation to this consideration. In 
this message, Jesus addressed this head-on, 
pointing out that child-like humility is the hall-
mark to greatness. “Whosoever therefore 
shall humble himself as this little child, the 
same is greatest in the kingdom of heav-
en” (vs 4).   

2) Entry into the Kingdom of heaven has been 

purchased by the blood of Jesus and made 
free to every Christian. Although made free, 
Jesus clarified the condition for entry 
“Verily I say unto you, Except ye be con-
verted, and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of heav-
en” (vs 3). 

3) Our attitude to “little children” is a reflection 
of our attitude to Jesus Christ. (vs 5).  

4) The soul of every “little child” is so precious 
to God, that causing them offences that 
lead to their backsliding attract severe di-
vine consequences  “But whoso shall of-
fend one of these little ones which be-
lieve in me, it were better for him that a 
millstone were hanged about his neck, 
and that he were drowned in the depth 
of the sea. 14 Even so it is not the will of 
your Father which is in heaven, that one 
of these little ones should perish” (vs 
6,14).  

5) We must desist from being sources of of-
fences (vs 7).  

6) Drastic measures are required to restrain 
ourselves from causing offenses (vs 8,9).  

7) We must learn to recognise, love, value 
and respect the people that are precious in 
the sight of God, otherwise, we could of-
fend God and incur punishment.  

Christ is coming back soon. It is time for us to 
check up our spiritual standing and be really 
very sure that we have satisfied God’s condi-
tion for entering the kingdom of heaven. With 
God, there are not “buts” or “ifs” when it 
comes to satisfying the condition for eternal 
life.    
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“Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little 
child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heav-
en” (Matthew 18:4). 

“But whoso shall offend one of these 
little ones which believe in me, it were 
better for him that a millstone were 
hanged about his neck, and that he 
were drowned in the depth of the 
sea” (Matthew 18:6). 
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