
The Highway To Glory 

“From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his dis-
ciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer 
many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, 
and be killed, and be raised again the third day. 
22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, say-
ing, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. 
23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind 
me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou sa-
vourest not the things that be of God, but those that be 
of men. 24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow me. 25 For whosoever will 
save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his 
life for my sake shall find it. 26 For what is a man profit-
ed, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul? 27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of 
his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward 
every man according to his works. 28 Verily I say unto 
you, There be some standing here, which shall not 
taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in 
his kingdom” (Matthew 16:21-28). 

Jesus Christ knew that His highway to glory would take 
Him through the valley of bearing the cross before the 
wearing of the crown.  He avoided the temptation of an 
easy road and gave up short term gratification for long 
term fulfilment. We have a lot to learn from Him that 
would empower us for victory: 

1) Jesus accepted God’s plan for His life (vs21); 

2) He spoke about impending death (vs 21). Verbalisa-
tion connects one to the promise, purpose and desti-
ny as well as deepen commitment. It also was a 
prophecy that prepared His disciples ahead of it;  

3) Peter missed the divine revelation and spoke from 
the flesh - an action that could have deterred Jesus 
from fulfilling God’s plan and purpose for His life 
(vs22); 

4) Jesus saw beyond Peter to the devil who was 
speaking through Peter (vs23). Discerning the spirits 
is essential to victory. When the devil cannot get a 
person down directly, he goes through trusted confi-
dant that is close to that person, with the hope of 
gaining access through the trust.  The devil’s ulti-
mate aim is always the same - to steal, kill and de-
stroy (John 10:10).  

5) Jesus did not just ignore Peter’s remark that was 
inspired by the devil, with the hope that it would go 
fade away with time, rather He rebuked the devil 

sternly. The devil does not go away unchallenged, 
therefore, we must learn to obey the scriptures 
“Resist the devil and he will flee from 
thee” (James 4:7), if we are to win in spiritual bat-
tles (vs23); 

6) Jesus diagnosed the trap that Satan setting 
through Peter’s words “for thou savourest not the 
things that be of God, but those that be of 
men” (vs23).  He appealed to a path of ease at 
the expense of the spiritual. Avoiding the cross 
would have derailed Him from the highway to the 
crown; 

7) Self sacrifice and cross bearing are essential dis-
ciplines for true disciples (vs 24-25); 

8) Maintaining the right perspectives on the eternal 
value of a soul compared to all the material gains 
of the world is indispensable to making a right 
decision that would stand the test of time and 
eternity (vs 26); 

9) Keeping the vision of the imminence of  
Christ’s return, His reward and of eternity in view 
empowers us to endure any hardship and make it 
through to the end (vs 27-28) just as Christ 
did.  “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed 
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so 
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the 
race that is set before us, 2 Looking unto Jesus 
the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, des-
pising the shame, and is set down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider him that 
endured such contradiction of sinners against 
himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your 
minds” (Hebrews 12:1-3). 

As we go through the challenges of life, we must 
never forget that we are destined to become “… 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be 
that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified 
together” (Romans 8:17). The highway to glory al-
ways goes through the valley of having to bear a 
cross before wearing the crown. Determine to bear 
your cross with fortitude, and you will one day ex-
change it for a crown of glory! 
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“For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father 
with his angels; and then he shall reward every man ac-
cording to his works (Matthew 16:27). 

“For whosoever will save his life shall 
lose it: and whosoever will lose his life 
for my sake shall find it” (Matthew 
16:25).  
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