
Traditions of Men vs Commandments of God 

In this study, Jesus enlightened His followers on 
how adherence to traditions of men can hinder 
from obeying the commandments of God.     

“Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, 
which were of Jerusalem, saying, 2 Why do thy 
disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? 
for they wash not their hands when they eat 
bread. 3 But he answered and said unto them, 
Why do ye also transgress the commandment of 
God by your tradition? 4 For God commanded, 
saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He 
that curseth father or mother, let him die the 
death. 5 But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his 
father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever 
thou mightest be profited by me; 6 And honour 
not his father or his mother, he shall be free. 
Thus have ye made the commandment of God 
of none effect by your tradition. 7 Ye hypocrites, 
well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 8 This 
people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, 
and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart 
is far from me. 9 But in vain they do worship me, 
teaching for doctrines the commandments of 
men” (Matthew 15:1-9).   

The scribes and Pharisees asked Jesus a ques-
tion in an attempt to find fault with Him. And Je-
sus, starting with a question along the same line 
as theirs not only exposed their ignorance and 
hypocrisies but also the danger of allowing ad-
herence to traditions to hinder their obedience to 
the word of God. Some of the things that stand 
our from this dialogue are: 

1) Traditions are formed through actions that 
have been repeated many times over. Such 
repetition reinforce such actions and consoli-
date them into habits that can be routinely 
carried out effortlessly without thinking even 
without it making any meaning nor adding val-
ue. Like running water over a open ground, 
each repetition cut furrows that go deeper 
and deeper into the ground, making it difficult 
to stop or reverse the trend;  

2) Once settled in a particular tradition, the per-
son loses the ability to think critically, com-

pare alternatives or perform effective cost 
versus benefits analysis, as they have 
dulled their sense of reasoning through im-
partation of a false sense of security via 
compliance with norms of the society that is 
widely practiced. In addition it produces 
shortcuts and routines that increase effi-
ciency (albeit on doing lower priority or 
even totally wrong things);  

3) Once a tradition links to others and collec-
tively become a system of operation that is 
prioritised above every other thing, it makes 
adherents blind to truth and realities of life;   

4) Their question centred on the tradition of 
washing hands before meals, and Jesus 
started His response by using another tradi-
tion on religious giving to demonstrate how 
they have made God’s word of none effect 
through adherence to their man made tradi-
tions;  

5) A very common temptation is to spiritualise 
traditions so as to make them acceptable 
from Christian perspectives. However, Je-
sus pointed out that instead of achieving 
their aims, it has rather turned these people 
into hypocrites who honour God with their 
lips but their hearts are far from God; and 
made their religion vain worship.  

These are serious stuff which should wake us 
up from ‘spiritual’ stupor to serve the living 
God. It calls for an in-depth thorough evalua-
tion and analysis of our thoughts, motives, be-
haviours, actions, practices and traditions in 
the light of God’s word, and repent on time of 
all deviation from true righteousness, lest we 
wake up one day to be confronted with the 
stark verdict “depart from me, all ye workers of 
iniquity” (Luke 13:27).       
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“… Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none 
effect by your tradition” (Matthew 15:6). 

“...Why do ye also transgress the com-
mandment of God by your tradi-
tion?” (Matthew 15:3) 
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