
Preparation For Successful Teaching 

“And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a 
mountain: and when he was set, his disciples 
came unto him: 2 And he opened his mouth, 
and taught them, saying, 3 Blessed are the poor 
in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4  
Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be 
comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek: for they 
shall inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are they which 
do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for 
they shall be filled. 7 Blessed are the merciful: 
for they shall obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are the 
pure in heart: for they shall see God. 9 Blessed 
are the peacemakers: for they shall be called 
the children of God. 10 Blessed are they which 
are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are 
ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute 
you, and shall say all manner of evil against you 
falsely, for my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be exceed-
ing glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for 
so persecuted they the prophets which were be-
fore you” (Matthew 5:1-12).  

After the miracles and ministry in the preceding 
chapter “... there followed him great multitudes 
of people from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and 
from Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and from be-
yond Jordan” (Matthew 4:25).  Whenever multi-
tudes followed Him, Jesus always use the op-
portunity to minister to the needs of the people, 
even when He was tired and desperately in 
need of rest.  He came to seek and to save the 
lost, and wherever the lost were found, He made 
it a priority to fulfil His primary purpose on earth.  
On this occasion, He used that opportunity to 
preach one of His greatest sermons - often re-
ferred to as “The Sermon On The Mount”.  

Jesus did a few things recorded in verses 1 and 
2 in preparation for preaching, which we must 
observe to do for effectiveness:  

1) He went up into a mountain (vs 1)  He could 
have preached from where He was, but that 
would have limited the impact, as not every-
one would have seen and heard everything. 

Climbing the mountain after a long time of 
Ministering in chapter 4 would have been a 
difficult and tiring work, but He did it, in or-
der to achieve better results. We must be 
willing to pay the price for quality service.  
Poor quality, quick service often achieve 
little or nothing. It takes time, effort and re-
sources to prepare for a quality service that 
will have significant and long lasting impact.     

2) “and when he was set” (vs 1) - He selected 
a prominent position where he could be 
clearly seen and heard. The ability to see 
and hear clearly enhances understanding, 
impact and practical positive response.  

3) “his disciples came unto him” (vs 1) - He 
surrounded Himself with His helpers 
(disciples). His closest audience were the 
disciples so they can hear well to instruct 
others.  

4) “He opened His mouth” (vs 2) - This was 
not a photo shoot opportunity, but a time for 
serious teaching, and He had to open His 
mouth in order to do so.  We cannot keep 
our mouths shut and expect people to 
watch our lifestyles to be saved.  A good 
exemplary lifestyle that support the mes-
sage is important for impact, but teaching 
with the mouth is paramount for good un-
derstanding.  

5) “taught them, saying” (vs 2) He said some-
things in order to teach and impart 
knowledge to the people.  

What followed next was a powerful teaching 
that runs from chapter 5 through to 7, the in-
troduction of which was a set of eight attitudes 
that attracts divine blessings - which is often 
referred to as the beatitudes.  As we explore 
these teachings and practice them, they have 
the power to transform us into blessed people 
that become channels of blessings to others.   
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“And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: 
and when he was set, his disciples came unto 
him” (Matthew 5:1).  

“And he opened his mouth, and taught 
them, saying” (Matthew 5:2)  
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