
Answers Through Perseverance of Faith 

“And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that 
men ought always to pray, and not to faint; 2 Saying, 
There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, 
neither regarded man: 3 And there was a widow in 
that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me 
of mine adversary. 4 And he would not for a while: 
but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear 
not God, nor regard man; 5 Yet because this widow 
troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual 
coming she weary me. 6 And the Lord said, Hear 
what the unjust judge saith. 7 And shall not God 
avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto 
him, though he bear long with them? 8 I tell you that 
he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the 
Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the 
earth?” (Luke 18:1-8). 

In this parable, Jesus reveals the possibilities of 
prayers when it is combined with faith and per-
severance in the right actions. We learn that: 

1) In challenging situations, we ought to pray 
always and not to faint (vs 1). “Always to 
pray…” implies that a quick one-off prayer, 
though effective on its own, may not be the 
right solution to every problem. Such an ap-
proach may be an indication of giving up 
(faint). God is not against short prayers.  In 
fact in some situations, that may be all that is 
needed, like when Peter was about to sink.  
There is time for everything, and this parable 
is showing us the other side of the same coin.  
When a situation persists after praying, it calls 
for perseverance in both prayers and corre-
sponding actions in the right direction.  

2) The widow had a specific request “Avenge 
me of mine adversary” which was within the 
power of the judge “who feared not God; nor 
regarded man” to grant (vs 2-3).  She correct-
ly identified both the source of her problem 
and the route to its solution, and took the right 
step in the right direction.  This is where many 
lack wisdom / fail.  They don’t know where 
their problem is coming from nor the route to 
effective solution, or if they know either, they 
fail to take the right steps to get solution.   

3) The unjust judge would have preferred to ig-

nore her problem but was moved to act not 
because of the rudeness, arrogance or any 
bad language / behaviour by the widow, but 
because of her persistence in faith (vs 4,5).  
Rudeness, arrogance or disrespecting be-
haviour / language would have been un-
wise, gone against protocol, damaged rela-
tionship and closed the door to the access / 
favour with the unjust judge.  It is important 
to maintain our calm, follow protocol with 
respect if doors of opportunity and favour 
are to remain open to us.  

4) As this judge had the ultimate authority in 
the city, this woman had no court of appeal 
to take her case to.  She either had to get 
answer from him or live with the conse-
quences of her problem. Her only weapon 
of warfare was perseverance with the right 
attitude till she gets her desired answer. 
The message is clear that faithful persever-
ance in the right action, with the right atti-
tude / behaviours made the unjust judge to 
change his mind and grant her request.   

5) Jesus pointed out that our God is not like 
this unjust judge but would respond speedi-
ly to the needs of His children (vs 7).  The 
phrase “though he bear long with them” 
could suggest God giving the “adversaries” 
“a long rope” to repent before bringing the 
full force of judgment on them. It is because 
of such situations that believers need to 
persevere in prayers as Daniel did to over-
power the prince of Persia (Daniel 10). 

6) Faith is the source of inspiration to perse-
verance (vs. 8). “… he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a re-
warder of them that diligently seek 
him” (Hebrews 11:6). The just shall live by 
his faith (Habbakuk 2:4). May God find us 
in faith in crisis situations and when He 
comes.  
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“… Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he 
find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8).  

“… men ought always to pray, and not 
to faint” (Luke 18:1)  
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