
Parable of The Wheat And Tares 

“Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, 
The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man 
which sowed good seed in his field: 25 But while 
men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares 
among the wheat, and went his way. 26 But 
when the blade was sprung up, and brought 
forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. 27 So 
the servants of the householder came and said 
unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in 
thy field? from whence then hath it tares? 28 He 
said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The 
servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we 
go and gather them up? 29 But he said, Nay; 
lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also 
the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together 
until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will 
say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the 
tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: 
but gather the wheat into my barn” (Matthew 
13:24-30). 

It is a sobering fact to realise that the ‘tares’ that 
grow in the gardens of our lives could have been 
sown by the enemy when the ‘men’ who were to 
keep watch of the garden were asleep.  What a 
pertinent reminder “… that now it is high time 
to awake out of sleep: for now is our salva-
tion nearer than when we believed”.   
(Romans 13:11).  It also reminds us of Christ’s 
warning “ Watch and pray, that ye enter not 
into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but 
the flesh is weak” (Matthew 26:41).  This para-
ble teaches us that:  

1) Jesus likened the kingdom of heaven to “… a 
man which sowed good seed in his field” (vs 
24).  God always sows good seeds.  “Every 
good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
and cometh down from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning” (James 1:17).  Therefore, any 
growth that is not good springing up in the 
garden of  our lives is not from God.   

2) “But while men slept, his enemy came and 
sowed tares among the wheat, and went his 
way” (vs 25).  It was customary for owners to 

employ watchmen to look after their gar-
dens.  The devil watched and waited for 
these men to sleep before sneaking in to 
sow the tares and then sneaking away un-
noticed, so that these men would not know 
what had happened. Had these men 
(plural) divided into groups and take turns 
to sleep while others watch, the devil could 
not have sneaked in unnoticed.   

3) The only point at which these men knew 
that something had gone wrong is when 
they noticed that the tares had already ger-
minated (vs 26-28).  This is how sometimes 
it is with an unwatchful life - only bolting the 
stable door when the horse is already gone. 

4) Their knee-jerked reaction was to go and 
pull out the tares (vs 28), but the master 
warned “Nay; lest while ye gather up the 
tares, ye root up also the wheat with 
them” (vs 29).  Often, it is very difficult to 
undo what the devil has done without dam-
aging others.  Prevention is better than 
cure.  It is better to prepare than to repair! 
This warning and the master’s next state-
ment  “Let both grow together until the har-
vest...” (vs 30) reveals the heart of God.  
Out of love for His own, God may tolerate 
wickedness to co-exist with the good for a 
season (till the harvest), if its pre-mature 
eradication, will damage His children.   

5) The time of the harvest is the decision time, 
when the reapers, God’s angels, working 
under God’s instruction will separate the 
tares from the wheat.  While growing to-
gether, they may have looked alike.  The 
tares may have even outgrown the wheat, 
but at harvest time, it is easier to distinguish 
them.  The tares are burnt, while the wheat 
are harvested for use.   

6) How watchful are you to prevent the devil 
from sowing tares in your vineyard?  
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“But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares 
among the wheat, and went his way” (Matthew 13:25).  

“Let both grow together until the har-
vest….” (Matthew 13:30)  
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