
Sowing And Reaping 

“And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a 
man should cast seed into the ground; 27 And 
should sleep, and rise night and day, and the 
seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth not 
how. 28 For the earth bringeth forth fruit of her-
self; first the blade, then the ear, after that the 
full corn in the ear. 29 But when the fruit is 
brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sick-
le, because the harvest is come” (Mark 4:26-29).  

There are natural laws that God has put in place 
that control natural processes.  Nothing can 
change their effectiveness in time and space. 
The best we can do so as to harness their bene-
fits is to co-operate and be aligned to their 
course and direction of operation.  In this text, 
Jesus illustrates the operation of the kingdom of 
God to that of the natural law of sowing and 
reaping, from which we learn a number of truths, 
including:  

1) . Every living seed that is cast into the ground 
has the potential to germinate, grow and bear 
fruit once the right conditions are met. The 
story is told of an archaeological excavation 
in the Middle East where seed sealed in a 
container was removed from an ancient tomb.  
The seed had lied dormant for over two thou-
sand years at the time of the excavation.  In 
2005, the seed was planted in the ground, 
and it germinated and grew.  

2) A seed in the ground does not require the la-
bour of mankind in order to germinate. It 
works for itself.  Once sown, the sower can 
“sleep, and rise night and day” (Mark 4:27) 
waiting for the seed to spring up - so is the 
power of the seed of the word of God that is 
prayerfully sown in a human heart.  It has the 
power to germinate on its own.  Knowledge of 
this principle should motivate every believer 
to prayerfully and faithfully sow the good seed 
of God’s word knowing that it will germinate at 
its own time.   

3) “… and the seed should spring and grow up, 
he knoweth not how” (Mark 4:27).  The germi-

nation of the seed does not depend on the 
knowledge, education, qualification, etc. of 
the sower.  The sower may be an unedu-
cated illiterate or a University professor, it 
makes no difference whatsoever to the abil-
ity of the seed to germinate and grow. We 
must never allow our personal circumstanc-
es, social status, educational level, gender, 
race or other personal qualities to negative-
ly impact our willingness to sow.  

4) “For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; 
…” (Mark 4:28).  Once sown, the rest of the 
story is between interaction of the earth 
with the seed.  Similarly, once the word of 
God is faithfully planted in a human heart, 
the rest of the story is between the interac-
tion of the Holy Spirit with the word of God 
in the heart of the person.  As the earth has 
the power to support growth and life, so 
does the Holy Spirit in the hear of any man.  
“The king's heart is in the hand of the 
LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it 
whithersoever he will” (Proverbs 21:1). 

5) “… first the blade, then the ear, after that 
the full corn in the ear” (Mark 4:28).  Growth 
into maturity is a gradual but a certain pro-
cess, that can test the patience of the 
farmer.  No Christian should be satisfied 
remaining at the same level for ever.  
Growth into maturity and fruitfulness is a 
mandatory requirement for every Christian 
as it is for every tree.  

6) “But when the fruit is brought forth, immedi-
ately he putteth in the sickle, because the 
harvest is come” (Mark 4:29).  Bearing fruit 
that is fit for harvesting is the ultimate goal 
for every plant.  In the same way, fruitful-
ness is an essential component of every 
Christian and it brings glory to God (John 
15:1-8). 
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“While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and 
cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night 
shall not cease” (Genesis 8:22).  

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: 
for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap” (Galatians 6:7).  
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