
Life and Possessions 

The pursuits and possessions of life is a reflec-
tion of humanity’s thinking that significance, pur-
pose, satisfaction and meaning in life can be at-
tained through the abundance of possessions.  
Nothing could be farther from the truth than this 
philosophy as many extremely rich people (e.g. 
billionaires) have committed suicide as they did 
not find what they thought riches would bring 
them.  This philosophy is also faulty in that it fo-
cuses only on this life, and fails to consider life 
in eternity.  Jesus turned attention to this subject 
through a family issue that was brought to Him:     

“And one of the company said unto him, Master, 
speak to my brother, that he divide the inher-
itance with me. 14 And he said unto him, Man, 
who made me a judge or a divider over you? 15 
And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware 
of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not 
in the abundance of the things which he pos-
sesseth. 16 And he spake a parable unto them, 
saying, The ground of a certain rich man 
brought forth plentifully: 17 And he thought with-
in himself, saying, What shall I do, because I 
have no room where to bestow my fruits?  18 
And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my 
barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow 
all my fruits and my goods. 19 And I will say to 
my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for 
many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be 
merry. 20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this 
night thy soul shall be required of thee: then 
whose shall those things be, which thou hast 
provided? 21 So is he that layeth up treasure for 
himself, and is not rich toward God” (Luke 12:13
-21).  Note the following points: 

1) “Master speak to my brother, that he divide 
the inheritance with me” (vs 13).  Greed led to 
the injustice of one of the children hording all 
of the family inheritance.  He only thought of 
himself and ignored the needs of his brother, 
which prompted the brother to approach Je-
sus for intervention.  It is our failure to recog-
nise and do the right that often lead to escala-
tion of issues.  

2) “Man, who made me a judge or a divider 
over you?” (vs 14).  Some would have rel-
ished this opportunity of arbitrating between 
these brethren, but Jesus recognised His 
purpose on earth and stuck to it.  He re-
fused to be distracted from His mission of 
seeking and saving the lost.  

3) The man who brought this case to Jesus 
was concerned about injustice.  Over-focus 
on current problems can distort perspec-
tives and derail one from the real issues in 
life or pursing destiny.  To help all, Jesus 
used this opportunity to teach: “Take heed, 
and beware of covetousness: for a man's 
life consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth” (vs 15).  

4) To illustrate His message, Jesus used the 
parable of a certain rich man, who planned 
to retire early and spend the rest of his life 
in relaxation and enjoyment. This man had 
built bigger barns to store his possessions. 
He told himself “Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years; take thine 
ease, eat drink and be merry” (vs 19; see 
also Proverbs 14:23).  He was thinking of 
many years, but did not know that he did 
not have up to one day left to live.  Man’s 
perceptions and thoughts can be miles 
away from divine realities!  

5) That night “God said unto him, Thou fool, 
this night thy soul shall be required of 
thee” (vs 20).  The man rated himself 
“wise”, but God rated him as a “fool” be-
cause he only laid up treasure for himself, 
and was not rich toward God (vs 21).  It is 
not what we think of ourselves that matters 
as much as what God thinks of us.  On 
death, he left the treasures he accumulated 
for others to enjoy!  Heed the command:   
“Prepare to meet thy God” (Amos 4:12).    
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“Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life 
consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he 
possesseth” (Luke 12:15).  

“So is he that layeth up treasure for 
himself, and is not rich toward God? 
(Luke 12:21).  
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