
Watchfulness For The Master’s Return 

“Had I known”, they say “is the constant excuse 
of a fool”.  God in His love and mercy reveals to 
us His plan for the world so we can make right 
choices that enables us to avoid unpleasant sur-
prises (Matthew 7:21-29).  A proper understand-
ing of the opportunities, challenges and conse-
quences makes a prudent person to pray “So 
teach us to number our days, that we may apply 
our hearts unto wisdom” (Psalms 90:12).  

“For the Son of man is as a man taking a far 
journey, who left his house, and gave authority 
to his servants, and to every man his work, and 
commanded the porter to watch. 35 Watch ye 
therefore: for ye know not when the master of 
the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at 
the cockcrowing, or in the morning: 36 Lest 
coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 37 And 
what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch” (Mark 
13:34-37).  

Jesus discloses important truths about His sec-
ond coming in this teaching, that should enable 
the wise to capitalise on, to his / her advantage.  

1) “For the Son of man is as a man taking a far 
journey” (vs 34).  Any man taking a journey 
will one day return home, and on arrival,  
would be eager to take account of all devel-
opments while he was away.  About 2000 
years ago, the Lord Jesus Christ ascended to 
heaven, and while the disciples were gazing 
up into the sky wondering what had hap-
pened two angels declared unto them “Ye 
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in 
like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven” (Acts 1:11). Scriptures cannot be 
broken (John 10:35). Heaven and earth may 
pass away, but not one jot or tittle will ever fail 
to be fulfilled (Matthew 5:18).  Jesus is defi-
nitely coming back, but are you ready? What 
are the evidences that at His return he will 

say to you “Well done, thou good and faith-
ful servant: thou hast been faithful over 
a few things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things: enter thou into the joy of thy 
lord”  (Matthew 25:21,23). 

2) “… and gave authority to his servants, and 
to every man his work, and commanded the 
porter to watch” (vs. 34). Every person in 
the household was assigned specific re-
sponsibilities.  No person was excluded.  
There are no spectators in God’s service 
(Luke 19:12-27; Ephesians 4:10-16; Ro-
mans 12:1-18; I Corinthians 12:4-31).  How 
faithful are you in discharging your God-
assigned responsibilities today?  

3) “Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when 
the master cometh… Lest coming suddenly 
he find you sleeping” (vs35-36).  Many who 
will miss the rapture will do so, not because 
they were not born again but because they 
were “sleeping” at the time they should be 
“watching” (Matthew 25:1-13; Mark 14:38).   
Does the commitment of your time, talents 
and resources show that you are watching 
or asleep?  It is time to wake out of slumber 
(Romans 13:11-14; I Thessalonians 5:1-9).  

4) “What I say unto you I say unto all, 
Watch” (vs. 37).  Jesus left no stone un-
turned and left no sceptic the opportunity of 
saying that this teaching was only meant for 
the early apostles. You and I are part of the 
“all” Jesus referred to here.  There is no ac-
ceptable excuse to God for anyone to fail to 
watch.  How have you been watching? 
What practical measures have you put in 
place to ensure you persistently watch till 
the end?  Blessed is the servant whom the 
master find watching on his return.    
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“And what I say 
unto you I say unto all, Watch” (Mark 
13:37).  

“Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of 
the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cock-
crowing, or in the morning” (Mark 13:35). 
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