
Joy on Recovery of Lost Coin 

It is not uncommon for losses (or failures) to 
take place, such as loss of Money, Property, 
Possessions, Opportunity, Job, Health, Reputa-
tion, Relationship, Friends, Time, Life, etc. In 
this parable Jesus teaches that losses are re-
coverable if we are willing to pay  the price by 
taking the necessary steps.  

“Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, 
if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, 
and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she 
find it? 9 And when she hath found it, she calleth 
her friends and her neighbours together, saying, 
Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece 
which I had lost. 10 Likewise, I say unto you, 
there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner that repenteth” (Luke 15:8-10).  

The attitude a person adopts and the price s/he 
is willing to pay for recovery of a loss depends 
on his/her understanding of the loss and the val-
ue s/he places on it. When the item is of little or 
no value, the owner may not consider it worth 
investing time, energy and other resources in its 
search and recovery.  A lot is spent every year 
in search and rescue operations after accidents 
such as fire, drowning, earthquake, flooding or  
plane crash because of the value placed on life.   

Spiritually, Jesus revealed the value of life when 
He declared “For what shall it profit a man, if he 
shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul? ” (Mark 8:36,37). It is the value that 
God places on human life, that made Him to 
send His only begotten son to die for the recov-
ery of mankind from lostness into a state of a 
living eternal relationship with God (John 3:16).  
Jesus’ parable in this scripture is actually di-
rected at the recovery of lost souls to God, even 
though it employs the symbolism of a lost coin.  
We learn from this lesson the following:  

1) The woman had ten pieces of silver and only 
lost one.  Some would have been satisfied to 
live on with the nine and forget about the one 

that is lost, but not this woman, because 
she valued each piece the same.  There 
may be billions of people in the world, but 
God values each one on individual basis.  
We are not mere numbers or statistics but 
individuals in our relationship with God.  In 
the same way, we must value each person 
as a unique individual. 

2) The first step the woman took towards dis-
covery of the lost coin was lighting a can-
dle. Searching in the dark is a fruitless and 
exhaustive effort.  We must kindle the light 
of the word of God to guide our search.  

3) Next she swept the house.  We must clear 
out the filth and dirt of sin, weights, foolish-
ness and ignorance if we are to increase 
our chances of recovering lost souls.  

4) She then applied diligence in the search till 
she found the lost silver.  Note the order  -
lighting, sweeping and then diligent search; 
the previous two paving the way for the 
third.  The lighting and the sweeping alone 
did not discover the lost silver but the appli-
cation of diligent search did. Diligent search 
implies the use of all our senses and men-
tal faculties in the execution of meticulous 
and step by step (systematic) actions for 
the discovery of the lost silver.  The silver 
remained where it was till discovered by the 
application of these strategies.  

5) She celebrated with friends and neighbours 
to rejoice over the recovery, just like the an-
gels do for every sinner saved.  We must 
learn to rejoice and celebrate success, as it 
demonstrates appreciation of divine assis-
tance as well as re-enforce the victory.     
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“For every one that asketh receiveth; 
and he that seeketh findeth; and to him 
that knocketh it shall be 
opened” (Matthew 7:8).  

“It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of 
kings is to search out a matter” (Proverbs 25:2). 18 June 2014 


