
The Power of Importunity In Answered Prayers 

It is evident from Jesus’ teaching (vs 9-13) that 
God answers the prayers of His children.  How-
ever, the experience of some may not be of con-
sistent answers to all prayers.  There are 
‘ingredients’ that make some prayers more po-
tent than others.  The secrets to answered pray-
ers is to discover these ‘ingredients’ and apply 
them. Jesus reveals a powerful one 
‘importunity’ (or desperation) in this lesson.  

“And he said unto them, Which of you shall have 
a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and 
say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves; 6 
For a friend of mine in his journey is come to 
me, and I have nothing to set before him? 7 And 
he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me 
not: the door is now shut, and my children are 
with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee. 8 I 
say unto you, Though he will not rise and give 
him, because he is his friend, yet because of his 
importunity he will rise and give him as many as 
he needeth. 9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it 
shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 10 For 
every one that asketh receiveth; and he that 
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall 
be opened. 11 If a son shall ask bread of any of 
you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or 
if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a ser-
pent? 12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer 
him a scorpion? 13 If ye then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your children: how 
much more shall your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” (Luke 11:5-
13). 

Very often special relationships and / or sympa-
thy move people to respond to the needs of oth-
ers.  However, there are occasions when these 
become inadequate.  Jesus demonstrated in this 
lesson how importunity holds the key to an-
swered prayers as well as of the certainty of an-
swered prayers.  This is demonstrated by:  

1) The man would not hearken to the request 
on the grounds of friendship, but did so on 
the grounds of importunity (vs 5-8).  

2) The progression of prayers from asking, 
seeking and knocking showing increasing 
intensity of importunity (vs 9).  

3) Certainty of answered prayers (vs 10-13) 

 

Importunity (or desperation) is powerful in se-
curing answers to prayers as illustrated in the 
following examples:  

1) Jabez who besought God for prosperity (I 
Chronicles 4:9,10) 

2) Jacob, when he wrestled with God and said 
“I will not let thee go, except thou bless 
me” (Genesis 32:16). 

3) Hannah, when she prayed for a male child 
(I Samuel 1:11) 

4) Jesus, as He prayed at Gethsemane till His 
sweat became like drops of blood (Luke 
22:44).  

5) The syrophoenician woman as she be-
sought Jesus to heal her daughter 
(Matthew 15:22-28) 

6) The widow who persistently besought the 
king to avenge her of her adversaries (Luke 
18:1-8).  

7) Peter when he nearly drowned (Matthew 
14:29-31). 

God is the same yesterday, today and forever. 
As all these people obtained answers to their 
prayers, in the same way God will answer all 
your prayers of importunity.   
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“… Ask, and it 
shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you” (Luke 11:9).  

“… Though he will not rise and give him, because he is his 
friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give 
him as many as he needeth” (Luke 11:8). 
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