
Exaltation Through Humility 

The subject of humility runs through the entire 
Bible.  One of the attributes of God is Humility.  
Jesus described Himself as being meek and 
lowly (Matthew 11:29), who “… being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and be-
came obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross. 9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a name which is above eve-
ry name:  10 That at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth;  11 
And that every tongue should confess that Je-
sus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Fa-
ther” (Philippians 2:8-11). One of the symbols 
for the Holy Spirit is a dove, signifying humility.  
Scriptures clearly teaches that God resists the 
proud but gives grace to the humble (I Peter 
5:5).  Jesus used His opportunity of observing 
human behaviour to re-iterate this message.   

“And he put forth a parable to those which were 
bidden, when he marked how they chose out the 
chief rooms; saying unto them, 8 When thou art 
bidden of any man to a wedding, sit not down in 
the highest room; lest a more honourable man 
than thou be bidden of him; 9 And he that bade 
thee and him come and say to thee, Give this 
man place; and thou begin with shame to take 
the lowest room. 10 But when thou art bidden, 
go and sit down in the lowest room; that when 
he that bade thee cometh, he may say unto 
thee, Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have 
worship in the presence of them that sit at meat 
with thee. 11 For whosoever exalteth himself 
shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted” (Luke 14:7-11). 

We learn from this parable that:  

1) Jesus marked how the invitees to a wedding 
feast were choosing their seats (vs7), and 
used that as opportunity to preach to them on 
humility.  What we observe in others could be 
a divine opportunity for evangelism or spiritual 
education.  “Brethren, if a man be overtaken 

in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore 
such an one in the spirit of meekness; con-
sidering thyself, lest thou also be tempt-
ed” (Galatians 6:1). 

2) On their own, the invitees selected seats 
based on how they rated their importance 
in relation to others.  Jesus pointed out that 
if the seat they have chosen had been re-
served for a more honourable person, and 
they are asked to vacate it to a lower seat, 
it would attract shame as they complied.  In 
contrast, if they had prudently chosen a 
lower seat and were later invited to a higher 
one, it would cause them to be respected 
by other guests.  

The importance of humility is clearly illustrated 
by the following examples:  

1) Ahab (I Kings 21:17-29).  On receiving 
gruesome message from Prophet Elijah, 
Ahab so humbled himself that God decided 
to postpone the implementation of the judg-
ment “Seest thou how Ahab humbleth him-
self before me? because he humbleth him-
self before me, I will not bring the evil in his 
days: but in his son's days will I bring the 
evil upon his house” (I Kings 21:29).    

2) Manasseh (2 Chronicles 33:9-13) who 
proudly ignored God till he was in trouble:   
“And when he was in affliction, he besought 
the LORD his God, and humbled himself 
greatly before the God of his fathers,   And 
prayed unto him: and he was intreated of 
him, and heard his supplication, and 
brought him again to Jerusalem into his 
kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the 
LORD he was God” (vs 12-13).  

3) Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 4:1-37). Note v37 
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“Pride goeth before 
destruction, and an haughty spirit be-
fore a fall” (Proverbs 16:18).  

“For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he 
that humbleth himself shall be exalted”  (Luke 14:11). 30 April 2014 


