
You Are The Light Of The World 

Jesus’ message on believers being light of the 
world is repeated four times in the Gospels, 
bringing out different facets of the truth.   

“Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on 
an hill cannot be hid.  Neither do men light a 
candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a can-
dlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the 
house.  Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:14-16). 

“And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to 
be put under a bushel, or under a bed? and not 
to be set on a candlestick?  For there is nothing 
hid, which shall not be manifested; neither was 
any thing kept secret, but that it should come 
abroad. If any man have ears to hear, let him 
hear. And he said unto them, Take heed what 
ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you: and unto you that hear shall 
more be given.  For he that hath, to him shall be 
given: and he that hath not, from him shall be 
taken even that which he hath” (Mark 4:21-25). 

“No man, when he hath lighted a candle, cover-
eth it with a vessel, or putteth it under a bed; but 
setteth it on a candlestick, that they which enter 
in may see the light.  For nothing is secret, that 
shall not be made manifest; neither any thing 
hid, that shall not be known and come abroad.  
Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoev-
er hath, to him shall be given; and whosoever 
hath not, from him shall be taken even that 
which he seemeth to have” (Luke 8:16-18). 

 “No man, when he hath lighted a candle, 
putteth it in a secret place, neither under a bush-
el, but on a candlestick, that they which come in 
may see the light. The light of the body is the 
eye: therefore when thine eye is single, thy 
whole body also is full of light; but when thine 
eye is evil, thy body also is full of darkness.  

Take heed therefore that the light which is in 
thee be not darkness.  If thy whole body there-
fore be full of light, having no part dark, the 
whole shall be full of light, as when the bright 
shining of a candle doth give thee light” (Luke 
11:33-36).  

We learn from these that:  

1) The believer is likened to a city built on a 
hill - i.e. very visible to all. You and I are be-
ing closely watched by others whether we 
like it or not; and whether we know it or not. 

2) The purpose of lighting a candle is to bring 
light (showcase) to the house; therefore 
hiding the candle defeats that purpose. 
Therefore the believer is to deliberately and 
determinately shine the light of God to all 
that s/he comes in contact with.  

3) Every secret deed (synonymous to light un-
der a bushel) shall be manifested. 

4) Taking heed to “what ye hear” and “how ye 
hear” results in practical application that 
leads to divine blessings / increase. Failure 
in this results in taking away “that which he 
seemeth to have” (Luke 8:18).    

5) The focus of our attention (i.e. singleness of 
eye - Luke 11:34) determines the level of 
light in the body.  This speaks of priorities in 
thoughts, attitudes, actions and deeds in 
terms of what we feed our eyes (which is 
the window to the soul) with.  As windows 
can bring in pure light, coloured light into 
the house, or block out light (e.g. with the 
use of blinds) the same applies to the eye 
and our souls.    
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“Take 
heed 

therefore that the light 
which is in thee be not 
darkness” (Luke 11:35).  

“Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill 
cannot be hid.  Neither do men light a candle, and put it 
under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light 
unto all that are in the house” (Matthew 5:14,15). 
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