
Wisdom And Faithfulness In Ministry 

“Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst 
of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and 
harmless as doves. 17 But beware of men: for 
they will deliver you up to the councils, and they 
will scourge you in their synagogues; 18 And ye 
shall be brought before governors and kings for 
my sake, for a testimony against them and the 
Gentiles. 19 But when they deliver you up, take 
no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it 
shall be given you in that same hour what ye 
shall speak. 20 For it is not ye that speak, but 
the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. 
21 And the brother shall deliver up the brother to 
death, and the father the child: and the children 
shall rise up against their parents, and cause 
them to be put to death. 22 And ye shall be hat-
ed of all men for my name's sake: but he that 
endureth to the end shall be saved. 23 But when 
they persecute you in this city, flee ye into an-
other: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have 
gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man 
be come. 24 The disciple is not above his mas-
ter, nor the servant above his lord. 25 It is 
enough for the disciple that he be as his master, 
and the servant as his lord. If they have called 
the master of the house Beelzebub, how much 
more shall they call them of his household? 
26 Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing 
covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that 
shall not be known. 27 What I tell you in dark-
ness, that speak ye in light: and what ye hear in 
the ear, that preach ye upon the house-
tops” (Matthew 10:16-27). 

In the commissioning of His disciples, Jesus dili-
gently prepared them for successful mission, by 
carefully drawing their attention to:  

1) The need for wisdom and tacfulness to avoid 
danger “Behold, I send you forth as sheep in 
the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as 
serpents, and harmless as doves” (vs 16); 

2) Prospects of persecutions “But beware of 
men: for they will deliver you up to the coun-
cils, and they will scourge you in their syna-

gogues; 18 And ye shall be brought before 
governors and kings for my sake, for a tes-
timony against them and the Gentiles (vs 
17,18);  

3) The certainty of divine provision when pros-
ecuted “But when they deliver you up, take 
no thought how or what ye shall speak: for 
it shall be given you in that same hour what 
ye shall speak” (vs 19);  

4) Their source - the Holy Spirit “For it is not 
ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father 
which speaketh in you” (vs 20); 

5) The need for faithful endurance amidst ha-
tred from unsuspecting quarters “And the 
brother shall deliver up the brother to death, 
and the father the child: and the children 
shall rise up against their parents, and 
cause them to be put to death. 22 And ye 
shall be hated of all men for my name's 
sake: but he that endureth to the end shall 
be saved” (vs 21,22); 

6) The necessity of discerning when to move 
on, emulating Christ in fearless preaching 
and faithfulness to the end “But when they 
persecute you in this city, flee ye into an-
other: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not 
have gone over the cities of Israel, till the 
Son of man be come. 24 The disciple is not 
above his master, nor the servant above his 
lord. 25 It is enough for the disciple that he 
be as his master, and the servant as his 
lord. If they have called the master of the 
house Beelzebub, how much more shall 
they call them of his household? 26 Fear 
them not therefore: for there is nothing cov-
ered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, 
that shall not be known. 27 What I tell you 
in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what 
ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the 
housetops” (vs 23-27). 
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“Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: 
be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as 
doves” (Matthew 10:16). 

“It is enough for the disciple that he be 
as his master, and the servant as his 
lord” (Matthew 10:25).  
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