
Divine Priorities In Discipleship 

In God’s economy, first things must always come 
first; and delayed or partial obedience is disobedi-
ence. A story is told of a pastor whom God asked to 
go and visit an individual. Due to his busy schedule, 
he did not do it immediately.  About two week’s later, 
he went to the man’s house and saw a funeral 
crowd, and was told that the man had just died.  Had 
he gone when God told him to do so, he could have 
met the man alive. Often some Christians are like the 
person in the story in 1 Kings 20:40 “And as thy serv-
ant was busy here and there, he was gone….” - they 
are always busy keeping what they will lose and los-
ing what they should keep.  May God deliver us from 
unfocused life, distractions and procrastinations.   

“Now when Jesus saw great multitudes about him, 
he gave commandment to depart unto the other side. 
19 And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, 
Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. 
20 And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, 
and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of 
man hath not where to lay his head. 21 And another 
of his disciples said unto him, Lord, suffer me first to 
go and bury my father. 22 But Jesus said unto him, 
Follow me; and let the dead bury their 
dead” (Matthew 8:18-22).  
“And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a 
certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee 
whithersoever thou goest. 58 And Jesus said unto 
him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have 
nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his 
head. 59 And he said unto another, Follow me. But 
he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my fa-
ther. 60 Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their 
dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God. 
61 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but 
let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home 
at my house. 62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, 
having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, 
is fit for the kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:56-62).  

These stories remind us that a person who does not 
give first priority to God, will not render acceptable 
service to Him.  If God does not have the first place 
(priority) in our lives and possessions, He has none 
at all, as He will not accept a second place.  

Three characters are illustrated in this story, which 
we can learn the following from:  

1) The first enthusiastically said he would follow 
Jesus “whithersoever thou goest”, but when 
Jesus explained the ‘prospects’ ahead, we no 
longer hear anything from him. Probably his 
enthusiasm vanished on the revelation of the 
uncertainties of life’s conveniences ahead.  
This highlight that initial enthusiasm and posi-
tive declarations, if not matched by sacrificial 
commitment, means nothing to God.  

2) The second and third would follow Jesus, only if 
they are ’first’ allowed to clear other legitimate 
commitments of life. Jesus’ response to both 
reveal that commitment to God takes first priori-
ty over all other endeavours - no matter how 
legitimate or urgent they may be. This reflects a 
test on commitment - i.e. are you willing to fol-
low God on His terms rather than yours?  

3) In divine service, God sets the terms.  He calls 
the shots.  We either accept it on God’s terms 
or we are out of His service, and the choice is 
entirely yours! The rich young ruler learnt it the 
hard way that God’s terms and shots are not 
negotiable (Matthew 19:16-30; Mark 10:17-31). 
You either accept them as they are or you are 
out of discipleship.  

4) Saul the first king of Israel lost the kingdom be-
cause on two occasions he delivered divine 
service by his own terms and calling his shots 
rather than the ones given by Samuel, the man 
of God.  

I learnt from a principle of my father that has 
helped me throughout live (personal, academic, 
career, etc.).  The principle was simply cantered 
around prompt obedience - doing what he wanted, 
when he wanted it done, or it becomes disobedi-
ence (especially without permission to change his 
terms). 
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“And another also 
said, Lord, I will 

follow thee; but let me first go bid them 
farewell, which are at home at my 
house. 62 And Jesus said unto him, No 
man, having put his hand to the plough, 
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom 
of God” (Luke 9:56-62).  

“And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, 
suffer me first to go and bury my father. 60 Jesus said un-
to him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and 
preach the kingdom of God. ” (Luke 9:59-60) 
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