
Opening of The Blind Eyes 

The miracle of Jesus opening the blind eyes 
(John 9:1-41) unravels loads of principles and 
truths that we can all learn from:  

1) As Jesus passed by and saw the man who 
was born blind, the disciples wanted to know 
whose sins made him blind. Jesus’ answer 
was instructive, that it is not always sin that 
may be responsible for unfortunate situations 
in life, but that such situations create oppor-
tunity for God’s work (vs1-5). 

2) Jesus anointed the man’s eyes with the clay 
He made of the spittle He spat on the ground 
and asked him to “Go, wash in the pool of Si-
loam”, and the man came seeing after the 
wash (vs6-7).  The man’s obedience was the 
instrument that exercised his faith.  Jesus 
used a means (clay) to perform the miracle.   
For Hezekiah a plaister from a lump of fig up-
on the boil secured his healing (2 Kings 20:7; 
Isaiah 38:21).  For the Israelite, a look at a 
brasen serpent on a pole produced healing 
for serpent bites (Numbers 21:8; 2 Kings 
18:4).  Paul admonished Timothy to “use a 
little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine 
often infirmities” (I Timothy 5:23).  The use of 
means to secure healing, does not make the 
miracle less divine.  Refusal to use God 
made / permitted means is a reflection of fool-
ishness, stubbornness or playing into the 
hands of the devil.  What are you trying to 
prove and to who by refusing God given rem-
edies to secure your healing so you can ac-
complish your life’s purpose?  

3) Intense dispute arose based on religious per-
suasions that ignored the facts of the miracle 
(vs9-34) to the point that the parents played 
the sitting on the fence game “He is of age; 
ask him” (vs 23), because they feared the 
Jews.  “The fear of man bringeth a snare: but 
whoso putteth his trust in the LORD shall be 
safe” (Proverbs 29:25). 

4) Despite criticisms and attacks, the man’s tes-
timony remained positive “one thing I know, 

that, whereas I was blind, now I see” (vs 
25). “Since the world began was it not 
heard that any man opened the eyes of one 
that was born blind. If this man were not of 
God, he could do nothing (vs32-33).  His 
resounding testimony so angered the reli-
gious people that they cast him out. 

5) When Jesus heard that they have cast him 
out, He appeared again to him (vs 35). The 
fear of losing friends or being ostracised 
from the ’group’ has made many people to 
toe the religious conformity path and deny 
their faith in God.  It does us good to re-
member God’s promise “When my father 
and my mother forsake me, then the LORD 
will take me up” (Psalms 27:10).  

6) On being re-connected to Jesus, the man 
believed in Him and worshipped Him (vs 36
-38).  The blessings of God, answered 
prayers and miracles should lead us to 
greater faith in God and to worship.  

7) Unbelief of the religious people had driven 
them to the point that Jesus could pass 
judgment on them “And Jesus said, For 
judgment I am come into this world, that 
they which see not might see; and that they 
which see might be made blind” (vs 39). 

8) God’s word should provoke self examina-
tion and repentance, but people with Phari-
sees attitude will always be looking for 
ways of rationalising, explaining away facts 
and exonerating themselves from guilt - 
hence their question to Jesus  “Are we blind 
also?” (vs 40); to which Jesus responded “If 
ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but 
now ye say, We see; therefore your sin re-
maineth” (vs 41).  What a price to pay, to 
forfeit divine healing and miracles because 
of religion!  
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“… one thing I 
know, that, whereas I was blind, now I 
see” (John 9:25). 

“Since the world began was it not heard that any man 
opened the eyes of one that was born blind. If this man 
were not of God, he could do nothing” (Mark 9:23). 
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