
Manifestation Of Children Of God 

“And every man that hath this hope in him purifi-
eth himself, even as he is pure. 4 Whosoever 
committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for 
sin is the transgression of the law. 5 And ye 
know that he was manifested to take away our 
sins; and in him is no sin.  6 Whosoever abideth 
in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not 
seen him, neither known him. 7 Little children, 
let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteous-
ness is righteous, even as he is righteous. 8  He 
that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil 
sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the 
Son of God was manifested, that he might de-
stroy the works of the devil. 9 Whosoever is 
born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed 
remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because 
he is born of God. 10 In this the children of God 
are manifest, and the children of the devil: who-
soever doeth not righteousness is not of God, 
neither he that loveth not his brother” (I John 3:3
-10).  

What does it mean to be a child of God? What 
characteristics sets them apart from those who 
are not? Our text helps us not only to answer 
these questions but also to truly reflect these 
qualities in our lives.  

1) “And every man that hath this hope in him pu-
rifieth himself, even as he is pure” (vs 3). God 
has done His part by sending Jesus to die for 
us. We have to practically respond by taking 
steps to purify ourselves using God’s level of 
purity as our yardstick for comparison.  

2) “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth al-
so the law: for sin is the transgression of the 
law” (vs 4). Sin is incompatible with Christian 
living as it directly contradicts the laws of, and  
damages relationship with God. 

3) “And ye know that he was manifested to take 
away our sins; and in him is no sin” (vs 5).  
Sin undermines and neutralises the effective-
ness of the accomplished work of Christ at 
Calvary in our lives, and burns behind us the 
access bridge we can walk back to God.  

4) “Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: 
whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, nei-
ther known him” (vs 6).  Salvation results 
from a perfect transformation, that makes 
sin ’anathema’ to our lives. It takes abiding 
in Christ to achieve perfect victory over 
flesh and sin. 

5) “Little children, let no man deceive you: he 
that doeth righteousness is righteous, even 
as he is righteous” (vs 7).  Action is the 
‘litmus’ test of our nature, and the fruit of 
our lives. It is what testifies to the world 
who we really are.  What message are you 
broadcasting to the world today by your ac-
tions?  

6) “He that committeth sin is of the devil; for 
the devil sinneth from the beginning. For 
this purpose the Son of God was manifest-
ed, that he might destroy the works of the 
devil” (vs 8).  It is the nature of the devil to 
sin.  Therefore, those who indulge in sin 
have the nature of the devil. [QED]. When 
Christ manifests in a persons, He destroys 
sin from his/her life.  

7) “Whosoever is born of God doth not commit 
sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he 
cannot sin, because he is born of God” (vs 
9). Jesus is the seed of God. When He fills 
a life, sin has no room left for it.  

8) “In this the children of God are manifest, 
and the children of the devil: whosoever 
doeth not righteousness is not of God, nei-
ther he that loveth not his brother” (vs 10). 
God’s standard of measurement is not am-
biguous.  Rather it is consistent with the 
character and nature of God. Apply that 
measurement to yourself and identify where 
you stand.   
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“Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his 
seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is 
born of God” (I John 3:9).  

“He that committeth sin is of the devil; 
for the devil sinneth from the begin-
ning. For this purpose the Son of God 
was manifested, that he might destroy 
the works of the devil” (I John 3:8).  
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