
Love Not The World 

“Love not the world, neither the things that are in 
the world. If any man love the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the 
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, 
but is of the world. 17 And the world passeth 
away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the 
will of God abideth for ever” (I John 2:15-17).  

After characterising the Spiritual family as being 
made up of little children, young men and fa-
thers (I John 2:12-14), the apostle went forth to 
issue clear instruction to these “Love not the 
world….” Many have lost their victories, lost the 
race and made a shipwreck of their faith by not 
taking heed to this instruction.  It is therefore im-
perative to our success that we not only under-
stand what the apostle is saying here, but also 
obey it in-toto.   

In giving this instruction, he pointed out very 
clearly that “… if any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him” (I John 2:15).  
Divine favours, mercy, provisions, grace, and all 
that Calvary has purchased for the believers are 
the ‘Children’s bread’ - those that retain the love 
of the Father in them.  Thus to remove oneself 
from such ‘qualification’ banishes him/her from 
the means of spiritual survival and victory - a sit-
uation similar to that of the Israelites described 
by Jeremiah  “For my people have committed 
two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of 
living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, bro-
ken cisterns, that can hold no water” (Jeremiah 
2:13).  The love of the world is that broken cis-
tern that can hold no water for true spiritual sat-
isfaction and sustenance.   

To be able to apply this principle in our lives, we 
must first understand what the apostle describe 
as the world.  He gives us a hint to this in verse 
16 and 17, from which we can deduce that the 
world he spoke about here does not necessarily 
refer to the physical planet we live in (although 
certain elements of it could be implied here), but 
it is essentially talking about the system of 
thoughts, behaviours and living that is opposed 

to God’s word.  He broke this down into three 
categories:  

The lust of the flesh 

Embodied in this are all the sensual pleasures 
and sins that gratifies the flesh such as Adul-
tery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 
Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emula-
tions, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, en-
vyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, 
(Galatians 5:19-21). Scripture makes it clear 
that “… the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and 
the Spirit against the flesh: and these are con-
trary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do 
the things that ye would” (Galatians 5:17).  

The lust of the eyes 

These embodies things that appeal to / are 
pleasant to sight.  God is not against beauty 
or pleasantness, but when these become the 
object of ones pursuit to the neglect of God, 
then they become sources of sin.  Eve sinned 
against God, when he looked at the forbidden 
fruit that the serpent gave to her and saw that 
it “… was pleasant to the eyes...” (Genesis 
3:6). David sinned against God when he fixed 
his focus on “… a woman washing herself; 
and the woman was very beautiful to look up-
on” (2 Samuel 11:2).  The eye is a window to 
the soul.  The objects we focus our eyes upon 
will influence our thoughts and decisions for 
either good or evil depending on their nature.    

The pride of life   

This embodies things that inflates human ego 
(Edging God Out).  Solomon dedicated his 
life to these and ended up concluding that 
they are vanity of vanities. God resists the 
proud but gives grace to the humble.  

Verse 17 reminds us that those that love the 
world, will pass away with it. How secure is 
your destiny?  What is the anchor for your fu-
ture - the world or God? 

V i c t o r i o u s  C h r i s t i a n  M i n i s t r y ,  1 4 5 - 1 4 9  C a r d i g a n  R o ad ,  B u r l e y ,  L e e d s L S 6  1 L J  
S u n d a y  W o r s h i p :  1 0 . 0 0  a .m .               w w w .v i c t o r i o u sc h r i s t i a nm i n i s t r y . o r g   

“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 
world….”  (I John 2:15).  

“… If any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him” (I John 2:15)  
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