
Greatness Through Gentleness  

Gentleness is one of the manifestations of the 
fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22) that 
paves the way to greatness (2 Samuel 22:36; 
Psalms 18:35). It originates from the character 
of God (Psalms 18:35; 2 Corinthians 10:1).  As a 
fruit of the Spirit, gentleness is birthed in a life 
when a person is born again through Jesus 
Christ (John 3:3) and is sealed with the Holy 
Spirit, who then works to replace abrasive quali-
ties from their character with gentleness.  He al-
so sustains this quality throughout life by the im-
partation grace.  Allowing the Holy Spirit control 
to develop and sustain gentleness paves the 
way for greatness. It is one of the paradoxes of 
life that the way up is down (I Peter 5:5).  

The dictionary uses various words to describe 
gentle including Kind, amiable, mild, moderate, 
gradual, tame as well as not severe, rough or 
violent.   Similarly, the Greek word for Gentle-
ness “chrestotes”, is also translated Kindness.  
This kindness goes beyond merely being nice to 
people.  It implies acting for the good of people 
regardless of what they do.  It is goodness in 
action, sweetness in disposition, gentleness in 
dealing with others, respect, benevolence (i.e. 
doing something and not expecting anything in 
return), affability (i.e. pleasantly easy to ap-
proach and to talk to, cordial, warmly polite and 
friendly), the ability to act for the welfare of those 
taxing our patience as well as being compas-
sionate, considerate, humane and sympathetic.    

Gentleness enhances good interpersonal rela-
tionships by making one adaptable to others 
without compromising their purpose in life, as 
was clearly illustrated in the life and Ministry of 
Paul “For though I be free from all men, yet have 
I made myself servant unto all, that I might 
gain the more.  20   And unto the Jews I be-
came as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to 

them that are under the law, as under the 
law, that I might gain them that are under 
the law;  21   To them that are without law, 
as without law, (being not without law to 
God, but under the law to Christ,) that I 
might gain them that are without law.  22   
To the weak became I as weak, that I might 
gain the weak: I am made all things to all 
men, that I might by all means save some.   
23   And this I do for the gospel's sake, that 
I might be partaker thereof with you” (I Co-
rinthians 9:19-23).  So, rather than harshly de-
manding everybody to conform, gentleness 
finds ways of being adaptable to the needs of 
others while seeking to influence their will for 
their ultimate good.  Consider the rewards of 
gentleness in the following areas:  

1) Language: “A soft answer turneth away 
wrath: but grievous words stir up anger” 
(Proverbs 15:1). “To speak evil of no man, 
to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all 
meekness unto all men” (Titus 3:2). 

2) Nurturing Converts: “But we were gentle 
among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her 
children” (I Thessalonians 2:7). 

3) Divine Service: “And the servant of the Lord 
must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, 
apt to teach, patient” (2 Timothy 2:24). 

4) Solving Problems: “But the wisdom that is 
from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mer-
cy and good fruits, without partiality, and 
without hypocrisy” (James 3:17). 

5) Grace for Exaltation: I Peter 5:5 
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“… and thy gentleness hath 
made me great” (2 Samuel 22:36; 
Psalms 18:35).  

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith” (Galatians 5:22).  


