
Effective Fervent Prayers 

The above text prompts the question “What 
makes prayer effective?”  Before touching that 
question, let’s first look at the phrase “Elias 
was a man… as we are...”  Often when we 
read of great men and women of God, we tend 
to think of them as spiritual super-heroes 
whose level of accomplishments we cannot 
attain. Cornelius wanted to treat Peter like a 
god, but Peter stopped him “saying, Stand 
up; I myself also am a man” (Acts 10:26).  
When the Holy Spirit penned those words He 
wanted us to know that Elias (i.e. Elijah) was 
not a different specie of man but the same 
“Homo Sapient” as you and me are.  He felt 
fear, discouragement and hunger, etc (I Kings 
19:3-5) just in the same way we do.  Inspite of 
these, he prayed and obtained answers from 
God, in the same way you and I can do.  His 
relationship with God enabled him to access 
heavenly resources to make a difference in his 
world; in the same way that you and I can do 
for our generation.    

So what makes prayer effective? What does 
fervency means? How can one be fervent with-
out vain repetition? The answers to these ques-
tions lie in the life and prayers of Elijah:  

(1) Elijah lived a life of faith and obedience. He 
stayed at the places of divine appointment 
(by the brook, with the widow, to Mount 
Horeb, and back to Israel - the place he ran 
away from to finish his work) despite the cir-
cumstances and apparent dangers (I kings 
17-19).  Today, God appoints the church as 
an important place for divine fellowship. Wil-
ful disobedience attracts severe penalties 
(Hebrews 10:25-29).  Turning away ears 

from God’s law makes the person’s 
prayers an abomination (Proverbs 28:9; 
1:24-33); but obedience to God’s word 
opens the door to answered prayers (John 
15:7,16).  

(2) Elijah lived a righteous life.  He recognised 
that regarding iniquity in the heart will 
close God’s ears to his prayers (Psalms 
66:18) and that thousands of rams with 
ten thousands of rivers of oil or precious 
sacrifice of the “fruit of my body” (i.e. 
firstborn) cannot pay for the “sin of my 
soul”; but rather that divine requirements 
is “to do justly, and to love mercy, and 
to walk humbly with thy God” (Micah 
6:7-8; Isaiah 66:1-2).  

(3) He prayed “earnestly” (i.e. with fervency, 
passion, seriousness and intensity).  
Hanna’s fervent prayers removed the re-
proach of barrenness in exchange for  
children. Jacob’s earnest prayer stopped 
the danger of Esau and obtained divine 
blessing that secured his destiny (Genesis 
32:26-32).  Scriptures record for our learn-
ing the glorious example of Jesus  “Who 
in the days of his flesh, when he had 
offered up prayers and supplications 
with strong crying and tears unto him 
that was able to save him from death, 
and was heard in that he feared; 
Though he were a Son, yet learned he 
obedience by the things which he suf-
fered” (Hebrews 5:7-8).  

Let’s stir up ourselves to take hold of God 
(Isaiah 64:7) for He is near and ready to an-
swer our prayers.  
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“Pray with-
out ceas-
ing” (I 
Thessalo-
nians 5:17) 

“… The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much.  Elias was a man subject to like passions 
as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: 
and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years 
and six months.  And he prayed again, and the heaven 
gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit” (James 
5:16-18).  


