
The Dawn of A New Era 

It is amazing how God reveals new insights, clues 
and applications for breakthrough from apparently 
familiar scriptures that you thought you had previ-
ously mastered (Matthew 13:52).  [Illustrate with 
Genesis 5; Acts 2:38; Matthew 5:13].  Sometimes 
these pops up not only through deep special Bible 
studies but also through routine ordinary reading of 
the scriptures.  The story in Genesis 28:10-22 offers 
us many of these  for realising “The Dawn of A New 
Era” today such as: 
(1) Jacob had a purpose that aligned with God’s 

plan and promises.  God supports worthwhile 
goals that honour His name and advance His 
universal plans and purposes.  That is why God 
who knows the end from the beginning preferred 
Jacob over Esau (Romans 9:13).  What is your 
purpose in life? [Illustration: “What Next?”].   

(2) Jacob made many mistakes and used wrong 
methods in his desire to achieve his purpose.  
God did not ignore his sins, but at the same 
time, God did not discard him because of those 
sins; but rather corrected him; and when he had 
repented and learnt his lessons, God still helped 
him to achieve those objectives (Jeremiah 
30:11; I John 2:1-2) . 

(3) The end goal / destiny is more important than 
the route to get there; but note that you can 
spare yourself much trouble, heartache, pain, 
disappointments and wasted years by taking  
“straight” God sanctioned routes than “cutting 
corners” (Illustrations: Moses, Jacob, David - 
Deuteronomy 32:48-52; 2 Samuel 12:10). 

(4) The dawn of a new era may come clothed as a 
problem; and may arrive at your lowest / darkest 
moments or when you least expect it; but your 
readiness and flexibility will enable you to seize 
the unique opportunity it presents (Genesis 
27:41-45).  Opportunity knocks but once! 

(5) The journey to destiny may take you temporarily 
out of “your Promised Land” but a living purpose 
will make a way not only for a safe return but 
also for possessing your possession in God 
(Genesis 28; 12:10; 15:13; I Samuel 27:1-3). 

(6) Setbacks, uncertainties, feelings, tears and cir-
cumstances do not determine the outcome of 
destiny for a person with a living purpose in 

God, which s/he is actively pursuing. Though 
he was a self controlled man full of crafty 
schemes, at the time of his flight, Jacob was 
in a state of fear, loneliness, emptiness, want, 
poverty, dryness, doldrums, failure, apprehen-
sion (e.g. forced to run away from his object of 
intense desire), confusion, uncertainty, worry, 
anxiety, agitation, hopelessness, vulnerability,  
inexperience, wonder (e.g. where is God?), 
shame (e.g. for cheating his brother), embar-
rassment (for his cheating being found out by 
his brother) and sorrow.  In spite of all these 
God appeared to him on that very day of flight 
- and that made the difference! (Genesis 
39:1,2,20,21). 

(7) Hard places of life becomes monuments of 
praise to a man / woman of purpose as God 
specialises in making His own to suck honey 
out of rocks (Genesis 28:11,18,22; Deuteron-
omy 32:13; Psalms 81:16).  

(8) The route to your desired destiny is through 
God’s ladder rather than your schemes, 
strength or wisdom - though these may have 
their own proper places (Genesis 28:12-15; 
Ecclesiastes 9:11; Zechariah 4:6; Psalms 
20:7-8; 118:8-9). 

(9) Vows and covenants are important principles 
and tools for success.  As Jacob later real-
ised, keeping his vows to God became his 
secret to possessing the “Promised Land” 
(Genesis 28:16-22;  35:1; Ecclesiastes 5:4-6).   

(10) Give your “LuZ” (almond tree) a better name  
“Bethel” (House of God) that reflects your des-
tiny (Genesis 28:19; 17:5,15; 32:28; Matthew 
16:17-18)  

What could have become a bad day for Jacob ac-
tually turned out to be a turnaround day towards 
realisation of his purpose. The same will be true of 
you and me from today as we unflinchingly hold 
unto the divine purposes for our lives.  
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“Arise, shine; for thy light 
is come, and the glory of 
the LORD is risen upon 
thee.” (Isaiah 60:1). 

“And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, 
and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels 
of God ascending and descending on it” (Genesis 28:12). 
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