
The Enlightenment By The Holy Spirit 

The Holy Spirit’s work of enlightenment comple-
ments that of reminder.  In reminding, He brings 
up scriptures or experiences from the past for 
our benefit, where in enlightenment, He throws 
light, illuminates and connects the dots to bring 
out a pattern - all with a view to increasing our 
understanding and wisdom to our benefit.  The 
prayer is Psalms 119:18 “Open thou mine 
eyes…” is invariably being answered through 
the inspirational work of the Holy Spirit on the 
human spirit (Job 32:8).   

The enlightening work of the Holy Spirit can be 
gleaned right from the Old Testament times.  In 
the Tabernacle worship, God demanded “… The 
fire shall ever be burning upon the altar; it 
shall never go out” (Leviticus 6:12,13).  The 
fire (a symbol of the Holy Spirit, was also a 
source of temple light symbolic of enlighten-
ment. “The candlestick also for the light, and his 
furniture, and his lamps, with the oil for the 
light” (Exodus 35:14).  It was similar work of the 
Holy Spirit that earned Daniel the recognition 
from Belshazzar and his wise men “… I have 
even heard of thee, that the spirit of the gods 
is in thee, and that light and understanding 
and excellent wisdom is found in 
thee” (Daniel 5:11,14).  

The wisdom manifested by Jesus in dealing with 
critics and opponents (e.g. on the issue of pay-
ing tax to Caesar, woman caught in adultery, life 
after death, etc) reflected the illuminating work 
of the Holy Spirit.  Similar wisdom was evi-
denced in the work of the disciples.  

The Bible is clear that “Great men are not al-
ways wise: neither do the aged understand 
judgment” (Job 32:9); and that those who fail to 
acknowledge God “became vain in their imagi-
nations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  
Professing themselves to be wise, they be-
came fools” (Romans 1:21,22). Proverbs 4:19 
declares, “The way of the wicked is as darkness: 

they know not at what they stumble”.  Psalms 
82:5 says, “They know not, neither will they 
understand; they walk on in darkness: all the 
foundations of the earth are out of course”. 
Ephesians 4:18 speaks of the Gentiles 
“having their understanding darkened, being 
alienated from the life of God, because of the 
ignorance that is in them”.  2 Corinthians 3:14 
speaks of unbelieving Jews that their minds 
were blinded.  These are stark reminders that 
it is only “The wisdom from above…” 
(James 3:17),  rather than secular learning 
that can enlighten man to the salvation of soul 
and lasting resolution to problems.   

Paul elucidated this in his message to the Co-
rinthian believers (I Corinthians 2:6-16): 
“Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that 
are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this 
world, nor of the princes of this world, that 
come to nought:  7  But we speak the wis-
dom of God in a mystery, even the hidden 
wisdom, which God ordained before the 
world unto our glory: 8 Which none of the 
princes of this world knew: for had they known 
it, they would not have crucified the Lord of 
glory.  9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath pre-
pared for them that love him.  10 But God 
hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: 
for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the 
deep things of God. 11 For what man 
knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of 
man which is in him? even so the things of 
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.  
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of 
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“Open thou mine eyes, that 
I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy 
law” (Psalms 119:18). 

“But there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Al-
mighty giveth them understanding” (Job 32:8).  28 October 2012 

Bulletin VCM-057 



the world, but the spirit which is of God; that 
we might know the things that are freely 
given to us of God.  13  Which things also we 
speak, not in the words which man's wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; 
comparing spiritual things with spiritual.  14  
But the natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, be-
cause they are spiritually discerned.  15 But 
he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he him-
self is judged of no man.  16  For who hath 
known the mind of the Lord, that he may in-
struct him? But we have the mind of Christ”.  
It was this truth that moved Paul in Ephesians 
1:15-19 to pray for the spiritual illumination for 
the believers. “Wherefore I also, after I heard of 
your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the 
saints,  16 Cease not to give thanks for you, 
making mention of you in my prayers;  17 That 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wis-
dom and revelation in the knowledge of him:  
18 The eyes of your understanding being 
enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope 
of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of 
his inheritance in the saints,  19  And what is the 
exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward 
who believe, according to the working of his 
mighty power”.   

This truth was acknowledged by Jesus when He 
said  “… I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes” (Matthew 11:25).  Towards 
the end of His earthly ministry, Jesus made the 
profound promise in John 16:12-15 (note my 
emphasise)   “I have yet many things to say 
unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 
13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is 
come, he will guide you into all truth: for he 
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever 
he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will 
shew you things to come.  14 He shall glorify 
me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall 
shew it unto you.  15 All things that the Fa-
ther hath are mine: therefore said I, that he 
shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto 
you”.  The Holy Spirit accomplishes this by:  

1) Illuminating familiar scriptures and bringing 
out new meaning or message to our under-
standing and benefit (Matthew 13:52; Luke 
24:32).  

2) Interpreting events in the context of scrip-
tures they fulfil (Matthew 26:75; Luke 24:8; 
John 2:17,22; 12:16; 16:12-14; Acts 11:16). 

3) Exposing doctrinal errors and false prophe-
cies (Acts 16:16-18).  

4) Revealing patterns between apparently dif-
ferent events that make us realise the un-
derlying problems and route to permanent 
solutions (e.g. repeated sickness at specific 
periods / stages in life’s journey revealing 
underlying demonic problems that results in 
permanent deliverance). 

5) Practical application of scriptural principles 
to every area of life. “But ye have an unc-
tion from the Holy One, and ye know all 
things. 27   But the anointing which ye have 
received of him abideth in you, and ye need 
not that any man teach you: but as the 
same anointing teacheth you of all things, 
and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it 
hath taught you, ye shall abide in him”.  (I 
John 2:20,27). 

6) Enabling us to discover the contemporary 
value of the Gospel for all human situa-
tions, by adapting our understanding to the 
circumstance, so that scripture does not 
remain merely abstract and speculative, but 
becomes alive to setting the Christian free 
from the dangers of duplicity and hypocrisy. 

7) Imparting discernment and Spiritual guid-
ance to make right decisions and choices.      

With this promise of the Holy Spirit, there is no 
need to for anyone to wander “… out of the 
way of understanding” and “remain in the con-
gregation of the dead” (Proverbs 21:16);  or 
lodge with the “despisers” who “wonder 
and perish” (Acts 13:41).  Rather we need to 
plunge into the life of God and let the Holy 
Spirit illuminate our spirits turning every 
“wonder” into “wisdom” for victorious living.  
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