
Symbols of The Holy Spirit - Part 5  

God uses familiar earthly pictures and symbols 
to teach us about Spiritual things (John 3:12). 
Jesus used parables to disclose to our under-
standing “… things which have been kept se-
cret from the foundation of the world” 
(Matthew 13:34-35).  To help our understanding 
God uses many symbols such as: Dove, Fire, 
Water, Wind, Oil, Seal (Guarantee), Rain, Riv-
ers, Wine, Cloud and Light to reveal the person 
and ministry of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is 
gentle and invisible but He is also powerful, glo-
rious and effective in operation.  As we consider 
the symbol of seal in this study, remember that 
the Holy Spirit is a real person - the third Person 
of the divine Trinity along with the Father and 
the Son (Matthew 28:18-20, 2 Corinthians 
13:14, Ephesians 2:18).    
 
A seal is a mark of authenticity on a document, 
product, person or property.  It is a symbol of 
authority by the power behind the seal.  It is re-
ported that in the Roman times, Caesar's dog 
wore a tag that identified it as belonging to Cae-
sar, and thereby protecting it.  Just as a shep-
herd brands his sheep with his own distinctive 
seal, so God puts his mark of ownership on be-
lievers by the seal of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 
1:13).  As seal, the Holy Spirit guarantees the 
divine protection  upon every Christian as well 
as the restriction of satan (I Corinthians 10:13), 
as illustrated in these examples:  
1) In the night of their deliverance from Egypt, 

blood on their lintels was the seal of protec-
tion on the Israelites. “And the blood shall 
be to you for a token upon the houses 
where ye are: and when I see the blood, I 
will pass over you, and the plague shall 
not be upon you to destroy you, when I 
smite the land of Egypt” (Exodus 12:13).  

2) When the destroying angel cleansed Jerusa-
lem of abomination, God protected the right-

eous with a seal (mark) upon their fore-
heads.  “And the LORD said unto him, 
Go through the midst of the city, 
through the midst of Jerusalem, and set 
a mark upon the foreheads of the men 
that sigh and that cry for all the abomi-
nations that be done in the midst 
thereof” (Ezekiel 9:1-6).  

3) In a futile attempt to prevent Jesus from 
resurrecting, the Jews sealed the tomb to 
protect it from being opened.  “Pilate said 
unto them, Ye have a watch: go your 
way, make it as sure as ye can.  So they 
went, and made the sepulchre sure, 
sealing the stone, and setting a watch” 
(Matthew 27:65-66).  

4) During the torment of the wicked in the 
Great Tribulation period, the godly are pro-
tected with a seal. “… And it was com-
manded them that they should not hurt 
the grass of the earth, neither any green 
thing, neither any tree; but only those 
men which have not the seal of God in 
their foreheads...” (Revelation 9:1-11).  

5) During the Millennial reign of Christ on 
earth, Satan will be sealed to restrict him 
from perpetrating evil.  “And cast him into 
the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and 
set a seal upon him, that he should de-
ceive the nations no more, till the thou-
sand years should be fulfilled: and after 
that he must be loosed a little season” 
(Revelation 20:3).  
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“Now 
he 

which stablisheth us with 
you in Christ, and hath 
anointed us, is God; Who 
hath also sealed us, and given the ear-
nest of the Spirit in our hearts” (2 Corin-
thians 1:21-22). 

 “In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that 
ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of prom-
ise” (Ephesians 1:13).  
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Speaking about divine protection on believers 
Jesus said “My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me: And I give unto 
them eternal life; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of my 
hand.  My Father, which gave them me, is 
greater than all; and no man is able to pluck 
them out of my Father's hand.  I and my Fa-
ther are one” (John 10:27-30).   
 

The Holy Spirit seals Christians to:  

1) show that we are authentic believers. He is 
the seal of our salvation, assuring us that we 
belong to God and are part of His family for 
ever “For ye have not received the spirit of 
bondage again to fear; but ye have re-
ceived the Spirit of adoption, whereby we 
cry, Abba, Father.  The Spirit itself beareth 
witness with our spirit, that we are the 
children of God: And if children, then 
heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 
Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, 
that we may be also glorified to-
gether” (Romans 8:15-17).  

2) Guarantee entrance into our inheritance in 
Christ “Which is the earnest of our inheri-
tance until the redemption of the pur-
chased possession, unto the praise of his 
glory” (Ephesians 1:14).  

3) Make sure all the promises of God for the be-
lievers “For all the promises of God in him 
are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory 
of God by us.   Now he which stablisheth 
us with you in Christ, and hath anointed 
us, is God;  Who hath also sealed us, and 
given the earnest of the Spirit in our 
hearts” (2 Corinthians 1:20-22).  

4) Protect them against satanic attacks and on-
slaughts “So shall they fear the name of the 
LORD from the west, and his glory from 
the rising of the sun. When the enemy 
shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the 
LORD shall lift up a standard against 
him” (Isaiah 59:19). 

5) Preserve them to the end for the revelation of 
their incorruptible inheritance “Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which according to his abundant mercy hath 

begotten us again unto a lively hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
To an inheritance incorruptible, and unde-
filed, and that fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven for you, Who are kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salva-
tion ready to be revealed in the last 
time” (1 Peter 1:3-5).  Note that this does 
not means once saved, ever saved, as we 
still have the responsibility of working out 
our salvation with fear and trembling 
(Philippians 2:12).  

6) Realise God’s ultimate plan, purpose and  
pleasure “Fear not, little flock; for it is 
your Father's good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom” (Luke 12:32).   

God does not force people to follow Him but 
has provided the Holy Spirit as helper to em-
power those who exercise their will to follow 
Him.  He enables them to overcome tempta-
tion, triumph over satan and his demons as 
well as obtain promises.   
 
“And when they went from nation to nation, 
and from one kingdom to another people; He 
suffered no man to do them wrong: yea, he 
reproved kings for their sakes, Saying, Touch 
not mine anointed, and do my prophets no 
harm” (I Chronicles 16:20-22).   As God pro-
tected the Patriarchs of old in wild, untamed 
and strange territories, He is still in the busi-
ness of protecting His own today from evil, 
sickness, Satan, poverty, failure, shame and 
all negative circumstances.  We can restfully 
trust in the assurance of divine protection by 
the Holy Spirit.   
 
However, to get the best of His protection, we 
must endeavour NEVER to:  
1) Resist the Holy Spirit (Acts 7:51). This will 

spare you the sad experience of discover-
ing that “… it is hard for thee to kick 
against the pricks” (Acts 9:5). 

2) Grieve the Holy Spirit. “And grieve not the 
holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 
sealed unto the day of redemption” 
(Ephesians 4:30).  

3) Quench the Holy Spirit (I Thessalonians 
5:19). 
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