
Symbols of The Holy Spirit (Part 4) - Oil  

God uses familiar earthly pictures such as sym-
bols and parables to unravel spiritual truths to 
our understanding. (John 3:12; Matthew 13:34-
35).  He uses many symbols such as Dove, Fire, 
Water, Wind, Oil, Seal (Guarantee), Rain, Riv-
ers, Wine, Cloud and Light to teach us about the 
person and ministry of the Holy Spirit.  As we 
study these symbols, let us remember that the 
Holy Spirit is a real person - the third Person of 
the Holy Trinity along with the Father and the 
Son (Matthew 28:18-20, 2 Corinthians 13:14, 
Ephesians 2:18). In this study we look at the 
symbol of oil.  As used in the Bible in relation to 
the Holy Spirit, oil conveys two meanings - (1) 
anointing and (2) fuel for light.  
 
ANOINTING 
Old Testament prophets, priests and kings, were 
anointed with oil when they took up public du-
ties. Before starting His Ministry, the Holy Spirit 
came on Christ - signifying anointing.  Shortly 
afterwards, He read in the synagogue in Naz-
areth, from Isaiah 61, “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he hath anointed me to 
preach the gospel to the poor” (Luke 3:21-23, 
4:14-21). The word Christ means ‘The anointed 
one’.  The word Christian comes from Christ.  
The Holy Spirit who anointed Christ, anoints his 
followers too. The apostle John calls the Holy 
Spirit, the anointing. “But ye have an unction 
from the Holy One, and ye know all things” (1 
John 2:20). He equips us to serve the Lord.  
Anointing with oil is a symbol of the Holy Spirit's 
uniting us with Jesus, the Messiah, the Anointed 
One (Acts 10:38; I John 2:20-27).   

 

In the New Testament all Christians are also 
called to similar offices as prophets, priests, and 

kings (I Peter 2:9; Ephesians 2:6; 4:11-16), 
and require the anointing of the Holy Spirit to 
their “calling and election sure” (2 Peter 1:10) 
and make full proof of their Ministry (2 Timothy 
1:6; 4:5).  All Christians are called to speak 
the Word of God. There are times when the 
Holy Spirit will give you words of comfort, ex-
hortation, or sensitive counsel for others. As 
priests, God wants to anoint us for worship to 
renew us, so that our worship doesn’t become 
stale, habitual, or formal. As kings, we don’t 
just get anointed once for all. It takes fresh 
anointing of the Holy Spirit to exercise the do-
minion of God’s Kingdom and His authority on 
earth. When the Holy Spirit empowers us, we 
can move in confidence and effectively rule 
our lives, homes, businesses, children and 
deal with our relationships.  God is not going 
to anoint us with the ability to rule if we are 
only interested in managing things our 
own way rather than submit to God’s ways. 

 

“Now he which stablisheth us with you in 
Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; Who 
hath also sealed us, and given the earnest 
of the Spirit in our hearts” (2 Corinthians 
1:21-22). The anointing is directly related to 
the Holy Spirit’s work in our life.  

 

“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is 
come, he will guide you into all truth: for 
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“Ye are the light of 
the world… Let your light so shine be-
fore men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is 
in heaven” (Matthew 5:14,16). 

 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 
anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent 
me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at lib-
erty them that are bruised,  To preach the acceptable year 
of the Lord” (Luke 4:18-19).  
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he shall not speak of himself; but whatso-
ever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and 
he will shew you things to come” (John 
16:13).  The Holy Spirit increases our sensitivity 
(1 John 2:20) to discern when things that are 
wrong or  not right even when we cannot logi-
cally prove or explain. Anointing brings a lifting 
of our heads with a refreshing vision of seeing 
beyond today - not with superficial optimism, but 
a deep abiding of hope that has been begotten 
in us by God. By His anointing and presence He 
also confirms that He is the Spirit of Truth, Holi-
ness and Wisdom as He guides us into all truth. 
Obedience to His directives makes Him to give 
us wisdom when most needed in the practical 
affairs of our everyday life. As comforter the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit replaces the spirit of 
heaviness and mourning with the oil of rejoicing 
(Luke 4:18,19).  

 

FUEL FOR LIGHT 

In the time of Christ, there was no electric light.  
Other than sunshine, the main source of light 
was through oil lamps  (Matthew 25:1-4).  When 
we sing “Give me oil in my lamp, keep me 
burning… till the close of age” it is actually a 
prayer for the empowerment of the Holy Spirit in 
our lives.  A Christian cannot bring light (through 
God’s word) to the world without the Spirit in his 
or her life (Matthew 5:14-16).  Prophet Isaiah 
revealed that the absence of the Holy Spirit 
gives rise to misinterpretation of Scriptures and 
false doctrines. “To the law and to the testi-
mony: if they speak not according to this 
word, it is because there is no light in them” 
(Isaiah 8:20).   
 
The wise virgins in Matthew 25 symbolise peo-
ple who received the grace of God and the re-
newing power of the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit’s power makes the Bible a lamp to the feet 
and a light to the path.  So, in the fear of God 
these virgins studied the Bible, learnt the truth 
and worked hard for purity of heart and life. 
 
Zechariah 4:1-6 described the light giving power 
of the Holy Spirit “… 2 And said unto me, 
What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, 
and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a 

bowl upon the top of it, and his seven 
lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the 
seven lamps, which are upon the top 
thereof: 3  And two olive trees by it, one 
upon the right side of the bowl, and the 
other upon the left side thereof…. 6  Then 
he answered and spake unto me, saying, 
This is the word of the LORD unto Zerub-
babel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts”.  
 
The lamps (lampstands, candlesticks) repre-
sent the church - Christ’s followers (Revelation 
1:20). The holy ones that stand in God’s pres-
ence give the Holy Spirit to humans who are 
dedicated to His service.  The two olive trees 
are draining the golden oil out of themselves 
into a bowl. This bowl feeds the sanctuary 
lamps so they constantly give bright light. So, 
from the chosen messengers that stand in 
God’s presence, the fullness of God’s light, 
love, and power is shared with His people.  
They in turn become messengers to share 
God’s love to the world.  Only through the re-
newing power of the Holy Spirit can we de-
velop the right attitude toward God’s light and 
truth. Only through the Holy Spirit can we be 
messengers of mercy and grace to the world 
and people around us.  
 
The challenge to all Christians today is conse-
crating to receive the anointing (oil) to keep 
their lamps burning bright - shining the light of 
hope and grace to this lost world.  Are you a 
dim bulb, a weak lantern or a bright lamp?   
 
As light, the Holy Spirit does more than em-
powering.  As noted in Isaiah 10:17 light also 
serve a defensive purpose. “And the light of 
Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy One 
for a flame: and it shall burn and devour 
his thorns and his briers in one day”.  Light 
dispels darkness “And the light shineth in 
darkness; and the darkness compre-
hended it not” (John 1:5).  The pillar of fire 
(Psalms 105:39) provided not only light but 
also protection to the Israelites in the night.  
As we pass through this dark world of sin, we 
need not only the guidance but also the em-
powerment and protection of the Holy Spirit.   
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