
Ask Ye Of The Lord Rain 

We learnt in our recent series that God uses fa-
miliar earthly symbols such as: Dove, Fire, Wa-
ter, Wind, Oil, Seal (Guarantee), Rain, Rivers, 
Wine, Cloud and Light to teach us about the per-
son and ministry of the Holy Spirit - the third Per-
son of the divine Trinity who operates along with 
the Father and the Son (Matthew 28:18-20, 2 
Corinthians 13:14, Ephesians 2:18).  Our text for 
this lesson is both a divine command and a 
promise using some of these symbols (i.e. 
clouds, rain), to teach us about prayers.   
 
1. Ask God For Your Needs  
“Ask ye of the Lord rain” Jesus taught His dis-
ciples to direct their prayers to God in Christ’s 
name, in order to obtain answers (John 16:23).  
He also taught them to ask God through prayers 
for their specific daily needs (Matthew 6:11). He 
then gave them assurance of answers  “Ask, 
and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 
For every one that asketh receiveth; and he 
that seeketh findeth; and to him that knock-
eth it shall be opened.  Or what man is there of 
you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him 
a stone?   Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a 
serpent?  If ye then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your Father which is in heaven give 
good things to them that ask him” (Matthew 7:7-
11).  James pointed out that many “... lust, and 
have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot 
obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, be-
cause ye ask not” (James 4:2).  Divine prom-
ises are translated into earthly reality through 
prayers - “Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will yet for 
this be enquired of by the house of Israel, to do 
it for them; I will increase them with men like a 
flock” (Ezekiel 36:37).  
Israel’s song for water in the Wilderness “Then 
Israel sang this song, Spring up, O well; sing ye 
unto it” (Numbers 21:17), teaches us important 

things about human role in answered prayers, 
including the following:  
1) What God has promised to give, we must 

enquire after, or we will be demonstrating 
that we do not have desire or faith. 

2) The well was the product of effort as “The 
princes digged the well, the nobles of 
the people digged it, by the direction of 
the lawgiver, with their staves…” 
(Numbers 21:18).  God wants us to actively 
co-operate with Him in obtaining the de-
sired miracles. 

3) God will give us abundant grace, but not in 
a way of idleness.  Let us, then, stir up our-
selves to take hold of God for our desired 
miracles (Isaiah 64:7).  

 
2. Right Time To Ask  
“Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the 
latter rain”.  
Solomon opined that “To every thing there is a 
season, and a time to every purpose under 
the heaven” (Ecclesiastes 3:1).  So, when is it 
the right time to pray for your needs?  Prophet 
Isaiah commanded “Seek ye the LORD while 
he may be found, call ye upon him while he is 
near” (Isaiah 55:6).  So, when is God near to 
answer prayers? Well, verses 7-13 of Isaiah 
55 gives some clues to things we may see in 
our circumstances that points us to the right 
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“Be 
glad then, ye children of 
Zion, and rejoice in the 
LORD your God: for he 
hath given you the for-
mer rain moderately, and 
he will cause to come 
down for you the rain, 
the former rain, and the 
latter rain in the first month” (Joel 2:23). 

 “Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the latter rain; so 
the LORD shall make bright clouds, and give them show-
ers of rain, to every one grass in the field” (Zechariah 10:1).  
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time to pray.  When “we see not our signs” 
(Psalms 74:9) it is time to pray.  
1) Israel languished in Egypt under cruel bond-

age, and did not see their Promised Land, so 
they cried unto God.  God heard their groan-
ing and raised up Moses to deliver them (Acts 
7:34).  

2) Daniel understood by the book that Israel was 
to spend 70 years in captivity. Their time was 
up but there was no sign of deliverance, so 
he set himself to seek the face of God, and 
God turned the tides leading to the king’s 
proclamation of release for the Israelites.  

3)  Elijah had given Ahab word that rain is com-
ing, but there was no sign of rain in the sky, 
so he went up to the mountain and prayed till 
rain came (I Kings 18:41,42).  

4) After His baptism, Jesus was led of the Holy 
Spirit to pray, and later returned in the power 
of the Holy Spirit to defeat the Devil (Matthew 
4:1-11).  Before facing the cross, He prayed 
at Gethsemane, and received power to over-
come the Satan (Matthew 26:36-46).  

 
A songwriter captured it very well thus:   

Now when you feel a little prayer wheel turning 
And you know a little fire is burning 
You will find a little talk with Jesus 
Makes it right 
 

3. Stages of Divine Answer To Prayers 
“… so the LORD shall make bright clouds, 
and give them showers of rain, to every one 
grass in the field” 
God always answers prayers but sometimes the 
answer may unfold in progressive stages - first 
bright clouds, then the rain and finally grass in 
the field to sustain man and animals.  This is al-
ways God’s route to greatness. 
1) David started first by leading a band of 400 to 

600 disgruntled Israelites, then became king 
of 2 tribes, before eventually king of Israel.  

2) Joseph first demonstrated his leadership in a 
house (Portipher’s), then in an organisation 
(Prison) before leading a nation (Egypt).  

 
(a) “The Lord shall make bright clouds”  
“Bright Clouds” speaks of clouds ‘pregnant” with 
rain. It is significant that the answer to their 
prayer started with ‘cloud’ - not only a symbol of 

the Holy Spirit but also a signal to limitless 
possibilities!  The answer to Elijah’s prayer 
started with “a little cloud out of the sea, 
like a man’s hand” that shortly afterward be-
came “a great rain” (I Kings 18:44,45).  It is 
for this reason that every believer must learn 
never to despise “the day of small things” 
(Zechariah 4:10).  God never fail to promote 
those who are faithful in little things to great-
ness in due season (Luke 19:17).  
 
(b) “And give them showers of rain”  
Once you see the bright clouds, get ready for 
a mighty downpour of rain. “Fear not, O land; 
be glad and rejoice: for the LORD will do great 
things.  Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: 
for the pastures of the wilderness do spring, 
for the tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree and 
the vine do yield their strength.  Be glad then, 
ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD 
your God: for he hath given you the former 
rain moderately, and he will cause to come 
down for you the rain, the former rain, and the 
latter rain in the first month” (Joel 2:21-23).  
 
(c) “To everyone grass in the field” 
The ultimate purpose of the rain is production 
of grass in the field to sustain animal and hu-
man lives (Joel 2:24-32).  Rain brings restora-
tion, renewal, hope, progress, happiness, sat-
isfaction as well as an end to famine.   

 
A story is told of a church meeting that was 
called to pray for rain at a time of intense 
drought that threatened crop failure.  As peo-
ple turned up for the meeting, a little five year 
old girl was spotted coming with an umbrella.  
When asked why she was holding an umbrella 
when in a drought time that has not seen any 
rain for months; the girl explained that she 
brought it because they were coming to pray 
for rain, and she did not want to be wet when 
going home.  All of a sudden, the Holy Spirit 
convicted everybody in the meeting to believe 
God as this little girl did.  They did, and rain 
fell in answer to prayer.  “Therefore I say 
unto you, What things soever ye desire, 
when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, 
and ye shall have them” (Mark 11:24).  
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