
Pervasive Nature of Kingdom Life 

Everything created by God has a nature that dis-
tinguishes it from other creation; and a purpose 
that defines its reason for existence.  In the par-
able of the leaven (Matthew 13:33, Luke 13:20-
21) Jesus illustrated both the nature and pur-
pose of a godly person.  As Paul challenged be-
lievers “Examine yourselves, whether ye be 
in the faith; prove your own selves.  Know ye 
not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ 
is in you, except ye be reprobates?” (2 Corin-
thians 13:5); the onus is on every one to test not 
only the nature of who s/he is but also on 
whether s/he is fulfilling God’s purpose in life.  
Jesus could not have been much clearer than 
when He declared “I am the true vine, and my 
Father is the husbandman.  Every branch in 
me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and 
every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, 
that it may bring forth more fruit… without 
me ye can do nothing” (John 15,1,2,5). 

Yeast (referred to as leaven in the text) may 
look simple and unobtrusive, but it has a perva-
sive (ability to spread) nature, and power to 
leaven (make to swell) bread when in contact 
with it.  Pervade is defined as “to spread through 
or throughout, especially subtly or gradually; 
permeate”.  Therefore Pervasive represents 
something that spreads or permeates through-
out and impacts what it is in contact with.   

Jesus was not training His followers on how to 
leaven bread but rather on the nature and im-
pact of every Christian in contact with the world.   
This parable teaches some lessons, including:  

1) Christ was primarily interested in effective 
functioning of the Christian nature so as to 
fulfil divine his/her divine purpose in life.  In 
John 15:8, He declared this purpose as 
“Herein is my Father glorified that ye 
bear much fruit”.  A Christian that is not 
glorifying God through his/her life is like salt 

that has lost its nature, and therefore no 
longer fit for purpose, therefore only de-
serves to be thrown away (Matthew 5:13).  

2) Yeast can only manifest its true nature 
and fulfil its purpose when it is in contact 
with bread.  An armchair Christian has not 
only lost his/her vision but also the pur-
pose for living.  Jesus went about to every 
town and city to win the lost.  He com-
mands His followers “Go ye into all the 
world….”  It is only by going, that the 
Christian comes in contact with “bread” 
and gets the opportunity to leaven it.   

3) Yeasts works silently, spreads slowly but 
always produces noticeable effects on 
bread when in contact with it.   

4) Whether the leaven was hid in meal 
(Matthew 13:33) or used in baking, it pro-
duces the same result.   A true believer in 
contact with sinners, will as living stones (I 
Peter 2:4) impacts them for good. 

5) It takes growth in grace (2 Peter 3:18)  
and move to Spiritual maturity (Hebrews 
5:12-6:2) to function effectively in fruit 
bearing to the glory of God.  

May God make you an effective leaven in 
2012 and beyond.  

V i c t o r i o u s  C h r i s t i a n  M i n i s t r y ,  1 4 5 - 1 4 9  C a r d i g a n  R o ad ,  B u r l e y ,  L e e d s L S 6  1 L J  
S u n d a y  W o r s h i p :  1 0 . 0 0  a .m .               w w w .v i c t o r i o u sc h r i s t i a n m i n i s t r y . o r g   

“Ye are the light of 
the world. A city 
that is set on an hill 
cannot be hid.  Nei-
ther do men light a candle, and put it 
under a bushel, but on a candlestick; 
and it giveth light unto all that are in the 
house.  Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is 
in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16). 

“… The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a 
woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the 
whole was leavened” (Matthew 13:33) 
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