
Braving For A Raving New Year ! 

As big potatoes rise to the top on rough roads, 
the coming new year can be a raving (i.e. re-
markable or extraordinary) experience for the 
prepared, as “the people that do know their God 
shall be strong and do exploits” (Daniel 11:32).  

The phrase “rejoice with trembling” puts the 
right perspectives on “looking around” and 
“looking ahead” rather than focusing too nar-
rowly on the immediate celebrations and thereby 
becoming unprepared for imminent greater 
events.  It is similar to Solomon’s admonition in 
Ecclesiastes 11:9 “Rejoice, O young man, in 
thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the 
days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of 
thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: 
but know thou, that for all these things God 
will bring thee into judgment”.  

Jesus warned “And take heed to yourselves, 
lest at any time your hearts be overcharged 
with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares 
of this life, and so that day come upon you 
unawares. For as a snare shall it come on all 
them that dwell on the face of the whole 
earth.  Watch ye therefore, and pray always, 
that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all 
these things that shall come to pass, and to 
stand before the Son of man” (Luke 21:34).  

The early apostles lived in the consciousness of 
the fact that “it is the last time” (I John 2:18); 
and this is becoming more pertinent in our 
times.  Paul’s prophetic description of the end 
times accurately describes the period we are 
living in: “This know also, that in the last days 
perilous times shall come.  For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, un-
thankful, unholy,  Without natural affection, 
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, 
fierce, despisers of those that are good,  Trai-
tors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures 
more than lovers of God;  Having a form of god-
liness, but denying the power thereof: from such 

turn away” (I Timothy 3:1-5).  

Consider these contemporary events: 

1) Increase in terrorist attacks, civil unrests / 
crimes and political turmoils worldwide.   

2) Financial / banking collapse of 2008 and 
prophecy about another collapse after a 
short period of apparent recovery.   

3) Developments in European Union 

4) CNN news of a UN member advocating to 
commence planning for one world Govern-
ment in order to effectively tackle Global 
Warming issue, etc.  

It would be foolhardy to treat these as mere 
coincidences.  They all point to Jesus admoni-
tion in Luke 21:28.  As we move into the new 
year, we need, like Habbakuk, to prepare for 
victory through strong allegiance with Christ 
“Although the fig tree shall not blossom, nei-
ther shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the 
olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no 
meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, 
and there shall be no herd in the stalls:  Yet I 
will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the 
God of my salvation.  The LORD God is my 
strength, and he will make my feet like 
hinds' feet, and he will make me to walk 
upon mine high places” (Habbakuk 3:17-
19).  “Wherefore take unto you the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be 
able to withstand in the evil day, and hav-
ing done all to stand” (Ephesians 6:13).  
Anywhere with Jesus guarantees victory! 
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“And when these things begin to come 
to pass, then look up, and lift up your 
heads; for your redemption draweth 
nigh” (Luke 21:28). 

“Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trem-
bling” (Psalms 2:11).  31 December 2011 
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