
Every Long Rope Has An End 

A. W. Tozer poignantly pointed out that “To es-
cape the error of salvation by works we have 
fallen into the opposite error of salvation 
without obedience”.   Many Christians mistake 
the patience and love of God for an endless 
rope of laxity and complacency (Romans 2:4).  
They forget that the same God of love is also a 
God of justice, and that His patience has an end 
as noted in the text.  Recently God stirred up our 
hearts and we made vows to be, do and give 
our best to God.  Prompt obedience (Galatians 
1:15,16) must follow that vow in order to retain 
the fellowship of the Spirit and divine favours, as 
well as eliminate the danger of unexpectedly 
coming to the “end of the rope” of God’s mercy 
as experienced by many, including:      

1) Samson who “… awoke out of his sleep, and 
said, I will go out as at other times before, 
and shake myself.  And he wist not that the 
LORD was departed from him” (Judges 
16:20). 

2)  King Saul whom God asked Samuel “… How 
long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have 
rejected him from reigning over Israel?” (I 
Samuel 16:1), a salient reminder that “to obey 
is better than sacrifice” (I Samuel 15:22).   

3) Solomon whom God was angry with “because 
his heart was turned from the Lord God of Is-
rael, which hath appeared unto him twice” (I 
Kings 11:9) due to flagrant disobedience.  

4) The Israelites whom Elijah challenged “How 
long halt ye between two opinions? if the 
LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then 
follow him. And the people answered him not 
a word” I Kings 18:21).  

5) The Israelite pilgrims whom God declared 

“How long shall I 
bear with this evil 
congregation, which 
murmur against me? 
I have heard the 
murmurings of the 
children of Israel, 
which they murmur 
against me.  Say unto them, As truly as I 
live, saith the LORD, as ye have spoken in 
mine ears, so will I do to you:  Your car-
cases shall fall in this wilderness; and all 
that were numbered of you, according to 
your whole number, from twenty years old 
and upward, which have murmured against 
me, Doubtless ye shall not come into the 
land, concerning which I sware to make you 
dwell therein, save Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun. 
But your little ones, which ye said should be 
a prey, them will I bring in, and they shall 
know the land which ye have de-
spised….” (Numbers 14:27-33)  

6) The rebellious whom God commanded the 
prophet to “pray not thou for this people, 
neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, nei-
ther make intercession to me: for I will not 
hear thee” (Jeremiah 7:16).  

7) The five foolish virgins who got prepared 
when it was too late (Matthew 25:1-13). 

We must not forget that there is time for every-
thing, and that God’s demand still remains 
“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth, while the evil days come not, nor the 
years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have 
no pleasure in them” (Ecclesiastes 3:1, 12:1). 
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“How shall we escape, 
if we neglect so great 
salvation…” (Hebrews 
2:3). 

“And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with 
man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hun-
dred and twenty years” (Genesis 6:3).   


