
Growing Through Love, Friendship & Fellowship 

In this competitive world people try to outdo and 
outmanoeuvre others by power, force, wit or 
riches and forget that when God wanted to win 
rebellious sinners to Himself, He did not use the 
force of army but the sacrificial love of His only 
begotten Son.  “But God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8; John 3:16).  

The proverbial story of the competition between 
the wind and the sun to open the petal of a 
flower illustrates the power of love in delivering 
change and growth - a salient reminder that love 
is stronger than force and co-operation more 
fruitful than rebellion. It is not an accident that: 

1. God is love (I John 4:8,16) though His power 
is irresistible! 

2. Jesus Christ named love as the greatest com-
mandment and demanded that  we all love 
others as we love ourselves.   

3. Love is the distinguishing mark of the true 
Christianity (John 13:35). 

4. God uses forgiveness (not punishment) to 
adopts believers into His divine family.  

 

Believers in the early church grew and con-
quered more hearts through love, friendship and 
fellowship (Acts 2:41-47) than by force, theology 
or other means.  Their love was primarily di-
rected towards God but also radiated to hu-
mans, and like the love slave in Exodus 21:2-6 
their love, friendship and fellowship created the 
atmosphere for personal and corporate growth.  
Our relationship with God is more important than 
the sacrifice of fools (Ecclesiastes 5:1).  
 

The abundance of love 
in the heart makes it 
easy to appreciate and 
obey the command-
ments of God.  It was 
their love for God that 
made the early believ-
ers:  

1. Prefer death to sin or 
compromise 
(Romans 8:35)  

2. rejoice under persecution (Acts 5:41; 16:25) 

3. gave sacrificially to God and for His work 
(Acts 2:41-47) 

4. were regular and punctual in worship ser-
vices and fellowship.    

 

The love they had and manifested became the 
instrument for their growth in all areas of life.  
Today, many pray for anointing, spiritual 
growth and to be useful in God’s service but 
are either ignorant of the importance of love, 
friendship and fellowship in the growth proc-
ess or they are not prepared to pay the price 
of love.   

When God loved the world, it cost Him His 
only dear Son!  “For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life” (John 3:16).  

How much does your love cost you?  Heed 
John’s admonition “My little children, let us not 
love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed 
and in truth” (I John 3:18).  
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“But grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Sav-
iour Jesus Christ. To 
him be glory both 
now and for ever. 
Amen. (2 Peter 3:18). 

“Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should 
not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they 
may forget, yet will I not forget thee ” (Isaiah 49:15).   


