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STUDY 9:  FREEDOM FROM ERROR  
James 1:16 

 
Our last two studies based on James 1:13-16 examined the process of temptations 
and how to overcome them.  After correcting believers that they should not blame 
God, man or circumstances for temptation (usually when they fall into it), James went 
on to warn them against error. “Do not err, my beloved brethren” – The statement 
is made in a manner which suggests that there is great danger of error in the point 
under consideration – i.e. the opinion that God was the author of sin, and that the 
evils in the world are to be traced to him. Embracing such opinion is dangerous as it 
distorts the truth and undermines personal responsibility for overcoming temptations.  
Like the story of the emperor’s new clothes, this study shows that it is very easy for 
"beloved brethren" to err from the truth and live in error; and that such error can begin 
with intangible things like opinions, ideas, words, thoughts, convictions, persuasions and 
beliefs, etc.  These types of errors are usually so subtle that the "beloved brethren" may 
not detect them without special effort (Psalm 19:12). This is especially the case, when 
such thoughts, ideas, opinions, convictions etc appeal to Scriptures for support – even 
when such scriptures are taken out of context.  This is a call for believers to re-examine 
their beliefs, thoughts, ideas, opinions, convictions, etc to ensure that these are 
correctly based on scriptures and not merely feelings and sentiments.  
 
Jame’s warning of the possibility of erring is very pertinent for those living in these last days 
where global events such as:  
1. developments in the middle east e.g. Israel’s war with Hamas and the likely outcome of 

Israel’s election 
2. Political re-alignment of nations and re-emergence of Russia pointing towards the imminent 

fulfillment of Ezekiel 38-39 prophecy.  
3. Credit crunch / collapse of world economy impacting on a diminishing of America’s global 

position / influence and preparing the way for one world government  
4. Exposure of human greed and huge frauds such as:  

a. Murdoch’s financial fraud (one man world – audited by close relation).  
b. Robert Allen Stanford £9.2 billon fraud (note one-man world) 
c. Multi-billion pounds bonuses in banks that contributed to the collapse of banks 
d. Sacking of conscientious staff who raised alarm on risks banks (like H-boss) were taking / 

reshuffling of posts to put pet supporters in position of authority leading to collapse of 
these institutions 

are undermining public confidence in banks and is preparing the way for cashless society 
during the times of the antichrist.  (One commentator said that America will be remembered 
in all these as a nation that squandered the world’s money entrusted to them for investment).  

   
All these are pointers to Christ’s imminent return and of Satan’s increased activity by employing 
every strategy to detour true pilgrims from the heavenly highway. A sober believer who is 
determined to make heaven would carefully consider possible sources and common 
manifestations of error as well as the dangers of living in error with a view to gaining total 
emancipation from error (I Cor 10:12), so s/he would be rapturable on Christ’s return. 
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SOME SOURCES OF ERROR 
From our text, its preceding and succeeding verses as well as other scriptures, it is obvious 
there could be various sources of error among believers - some of which include: 

1. Wrong pattern of thinking and lifestyle (Heb 3:10; Haggai 1:1-11; 2:15-19; Mal 3:7-
15; Ps 95:10). 

2. Blind adherence to traditions of elders, societal customs, values, norms, beliefs and 
superstitions (Gal 1:14; Mt 15:1-6; Mk 7:3-13; Col 2:8; Mt 19:1-12; Amos 2:4).  Also blind 
loyalty to people in influential positions, even when they are wrong (e.g. “Napoleon is 
always correct” episode in the satirical book “Animal Farm”).  

3. Ignorance of the scriptures and spiritual bigotry - often resulting from confidence in past 
glory (Hosea 4:6; Mt 22:29; Mk 12:24,27; Amos 2:4; Ps 119:21; Rom 10:1-3; Mt 3:7-10). 

4. Lack of accountability and tendency to run one-man government.  

5. Greed, love of money, idolization of a human being and failure to follow the rules 
(both divine and secular rules).  

 
6. Following hypocritical leaders, false prophets / priests, backsliders and ungodly 

but influential men (Is 3:12; 9:16,17; 28:7; Jer 23:13,32; Micah 3:5).  
 
7. Evil associations, bad company and unequal yokes. It is amazing how many times God 

warns people to take heed that no man deceive you (I Cor 15:33; Mt 24:4; I Cor 6:9; Gal 6:7; 
Eph 5:6; II Thess 2:3; I Jn 3:7; II Chron 33:9; I Kg 13:11-26; Prov 13:20; II Cor 6:14-18). 

 
8. Unscriptural instructions, teachings, counsel, advice and doctrines, etc (Proverbs 

19:27; 14:22). 

9. Influence of evil spirits (Hosea 4:12; I Jn 4:1; Is 19:14; I Kings 22). 
10. Impatience with God - Recall story in the book about silicon valley professionals 

in their 30’s and 40’s coming to the church and are impatient about every thing 
to the concern of the author (i.e. danger of microwave age).  

 
SOME COMMON EXAMPLES OF ERRORS AMONG BELIEVERS 
1. Attributing the source of temptations to God, and blaming God (or to satan / man) for 

the consequences of human sins and disobedience (Jas 1:13-16). 
 
2. Accepting sickness and evils as a blessing in disguise from God (Job 2:10). 
 
3. Thinking that godliness is a matter of the heart irrespective of the worldliness that 

fills the outside (Mt 7:20; 5:20). 
 
4. Following vain philosophies such as being moderate in worldliness or not being 

righteous over much (Ecclesiastes 7:16). 

5. Believing that good and perfect gifts can also emanate from satan (Jas 1:16,17; 
Prov 10:22). A variation of this is the use of wrong means to achieve desired ends 
under the guise of giving to Caesar what belongs to Caesar... or the vain philosophy that 
God help those who help themselves. 

6. Following popular opinions, practices and beliefs without checking up with scriptures 
this is even more subtle in religious circles. 
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7. Accepting modernized practices without reference to original precepts. The Jews (Mt 
19:1-11) made terrible mistakes here. 

8. Over dependence on rational thinking and analysis. A thing may be rationally and logically 
alright but may not reflect the reality of the situation. The Sadducees (Mt 22:23-32) got 
it mixed up here. A variation of this is exaggeration of situations and 
misrepresentations of facts to achieve desired conclusions. 

 
9. A persistent cause of offence under the guise that one is pleasing God and not 

man (I Cor 10:32; II Cor 6:3). 

10. Over dependence on diplomacy, worldly wisdom and human tactics / strategies. 
 
11. Having a-one-track way of thinking / doing things without considering alternatives. 
 
12. Withholding corrections / reprove for fear of spoiling relationships - this give rise to 

compromise and loss of divine favour (I Sam 3:12,13). 

13. Multiplication of external religious activities without a corresponding inner spiritual 
growth (Hosea 8:14; Titus 1:16). 

 
14. Quenching the spirit for fear of being misinterpreted. 
 
DANGER OF CONTINUING IN ERROR 
1. Spiritual blindness - groping in darkness, not knowing upon what one stumbles, 

wandering out of the way of understanding (Micah 3:5-7; Is 28:7; 59:10; Pr 21:16; Acts 
17:23). 

2. Confusion like that of a drunken man that staggered in His vomit (Is 19:14). 
 
3. Destruction of future prospects (Is 3:12; Jer 23:32), Incurring divine wrath and curse (Ps 

119:21,118; Gal 6:7; Eph 5:6) 

4. Living under deceit / illusion and thereby missing the goal (Mt 24:4; I Cor 6:9; II Thess 2:3; Is 
28:14-20; Mt 7:24-27; I Cor 3:10-15). 

 
5. Frustration, disappointments and unfulfilled promises (Zech 7:1-14; Haggai 

1:1-11; 2:15-19; Mal 3:7-15). 

6. Loss of touch with reality, being spiritually dead and insensitive (Heb 3:10; Mt 
22:29; Mk 12:24,27). 

 
7. Corruption of good manners (I Cor 15:33) and being open to satanic oppressions and 

attacks. 
A little error can be fatal. Like lukewarmness, it deadens spiritual senses. A frog dropped in hot 
water may immediately jump out and save its life, but one kept in a cold water whose 
temperature is slowly rising may be boiled to death not sensing the change in its environment. 
WHAT A REFLECTION ON THE DANGER OF CONTINUING IN LITTLE ERRORS - 
NOT SENSING THE APPROACHING DANGER UNTILL IT IS TOO LATE. Experiments on man 
and animals show that prolonged exposure to evil inhibits normal responses. Criminals 
often lose their initial sense of guilt over crimes they repeatedly commit. The remedy is 
to STOP IT WHILE IT IS EARLY. 
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EMANCIPATION FROM ERROR 
The choice to continue or be free from error lies entirely with us. It will take 
determination, persistence and courage to break habits one has been accustomed to for 
sometimes. Practical helps include: 
 
1. Ceasing from erroneous instructions and wholeheartedly returning to the old time religion 

(Pr 19:27; Jer 6:16; Mt 19:1-12; Zech 7:1-14). 
 
2. A willingness to consider our ways, accept corrections and make changes (Haggai 1:1-

11; Zech 7:1-14; Jn 1:35-37). 
 
3. A willingness to renew our minds, break from traditions of the elders and live 

different from the world (Rom 12:1-3; Mt 15:1-6; Mk 7:3-13). 
 
4. Humility and openness to seek counseling. A person that asks does not miss road. (Mt 

24:3; 17:19; 13:36; Pr 11:14; 12:15; 15:22; 19:20,21; James 3:17). 
 
5. Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith. Making Christ our only standard of 

example and taking His word as final authority on all matters of life and faith (Heb 12:2). 
 
6. Standing firm on the unfailing promises of God (II Pet 1:1-4). 
 
7. Extending arms of mercy to recover and restore those that have erred from the truth. 

Being our brother's keeper (Jas 5:19,20; Gal 6:1; Heb 10:24; Col 3:16).  This also has a 
serendipity benefit  as evidenced in the statement “You never know something until you 
can explain it to the understanding of another person”.  

 


