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Study 39:   SPIRITUAL REFORMATION AND RENEWAL 
Nehemiah 13:10-31 

 
Spiritual reformation and renewal continued to take place during the dedication of the 
wall – a salient reminder that victory and celebrations should not exclude self 
examination and repentance. Previously they separated from mixed multitude and 
the cleansed the temple. The text today deals with the necessary steps taken by 
Nehemiah for the:  
1. restoration of temple service,  
2. sanctification of Sabbath, and  
3. correction of wrong marriages.  

 
In contemporary times, there is still a continuing need for reformation arising from the 
constant nature of human beings to wander away from the truth.  The consecrations 
of yesteryears are not enough to carry us to the end – we must “…bind the sacrifice 
with cords, even unto the horns of the altar” (Psalms 118:27).  Despite their 
consecrations and confessions of chapter 10 it is surprising that they could have 
descended to this stage. This should serve as a constant reminder to all believers to 
be on constant watch. "Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall'' (1 
Corinthians 10: 12). 
 
As man is prone to wander from the truth, there is need for constant reformation and 
renewal. The central lesson we can draw from this text is that it takes a man of vision 
(i.e. ability to see things in its true spiritual perspectives), commitment and 
consecration to reverse evil. Such a man must be prepared to speak against evil and 
take appropriate actions to prevent their reoccurrence, relying only on the support 
and approval of God. It takes talking, action and prayer to achieve reformation and 
renewal. Nehemiah has served his generation and gone to glory. May the Lord 
depend upon us to reform our present generation. 
 
 
1. RESTORATION OF TEMPLE SERVICE: 

Nehemiah 13:10-14; Joshua 13:33; 18:7; Malachi 3:8-12; Proverbs 3:9-10; 
Matthew 23:23 
 
In divine economy the Levites and Priests were dedicated to service in the temple 
and to be sustained by the offerings, as they were not permitted to possess lands like 
other tribes. The use of the tithes chamber by Tobiah had so adversely affected their 
duty to such an extent that the Levites fled from their posts. Nehemiah cleansed the 
temple, contended with the rulers and appointed treasurers to oversee the collection 
and distribution of offerings to their brethren. With this he restored the confidence of 
the temple servants and prospered the service of the Lord.  This is a challenge to 
ensure that our actions and activities contribute to the prosperity of God’s work.  
Nehemiah’s action was not aimed at securing goods for selfish aggrandisement but 
to ensure divine blessings. 
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2. SANCTIFICATION OF SABBATH: 
Nehemiah 13:15-22; Exodus 20:8; Jeremiah 17:27 

 
Yielding to economic pressures had resulted in desecration of the Sabbath. Pressure 
from without and temptations from within brought about a collapse of Sabbath 
observances. Again Nehemiah tackled the problem from the source.  

1. He contended with the nobles and  
2. He took practical steps to stop further transgression such as:  

a. shutting of the gates by the evening before the Sabbath,  
b. appointment of gate keepers,  
c. confronting foreign merchants that lodged outside the gates on the 

Sabbath, and  
d. commissioning the Levites to take charge of the gates.   

 
His actions show that he not only believed in scriptural principles but also practiced 
them.  Practical actions were necessary to solve these practical problems.  In the 
same way it is imperative for us to take practical steps if our practical problems are to 
be solved.   Some people, by wanting to see before they believe, end up learning 
through hard and bitter experiences.  
 
3. CORRECTION OF WRONG MARRIAGES: 
 Nehemiah 13:23-31; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 
 
Intermarriage with foreigners had taken place against clear commandment of the 
scriptures (Exodus 34:12-16; Deuteronomy 7:1-11). The resulting offsprings "spake 
half in the speech of Ashdod, and could not speak in the Jews’ language, but 
according to the language of each people" (vs. 24).  Nehemiah's action was very 
stern and reflected the seriousness with which God views marriage. He contended 
with them, smote certain of them and plucked off their hair, and made them swear by 
God never to continue in error. He reminded them of the error of Solomon in this 
respect and the terrible consequences. He also chased from his presence the high 
priest's son who had married the daughter of Sanballat! 
 
Nehemiah's constant prayer for God's remembrance (vs. 14, 22, 31) reveals his 
motive behind the reformations. He was not acting fanatically or just trying to make a 
name for himself. His actions were not motivated by personal prejudices but rather 
he was concerned about preserving divine virtues and true spiritual values that would 
place the people back on the path to success and lasting happiness. His actions may 
not have won the applause of men but it merited the favour of God. 
 

 


