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Study 37: POSITIVE RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD 
Nehemiah 13:1-3 

 
As part of the activity for the dedication of the wall, provision was made for the 
reading of the scripture. A discovery was made of God’s commandment to the 
children of Israel while in the wilderness.  Immediate positive response marked by 
repentance and reception of the truth was the outcome of this discovery. Many 
respond negatively to the gospel by rejecting and / or resisting it.  In fulfilment of 
prophecy and the great commission (Matt 24:14; Mark 16:15) the gospel will continue 
to be preached to every creature. It is worth examining from other scriptures various 
responses so that believers will avoid the error of the foolish and follow the example 
of the prudent that attracts divine blessings. 
 
1. REJECTION:  Matthew 19:16-30; John 8:44 
A lot of people reject the gospel message by words and / or action, and sometimes 
unconsciously, for various reasons. The multitude rejected Jesus’ message because 
“This is an hard saying who can hear it?” (John 6:60). Some want to get to heaven 
but are not prepared to part company with weights and besetting sins (Hebrews 12:1, 
2). Often such people postpone the day of decision. Felix trembled at Paul’s 
preaching, but instead of repentance told him, “Go thy way for this time, when I have 
convenient season I will call for thee” (Acts 24:25; James 2:19). Some like the 
Athenians make jest of the scripture who “when they heard of the resurrection of the 
dead some mocked and others said, we will hear thee again of this matter” (Acts 
17:32; Hosea 8:12; 4:6). Others manifest total indifference (Matthew 11:16-17). Such 
people specialize in criticizing everything without honestly examining the facts before 
them. For others, the cares of this life and deceitfulness of riches has choked the 
precious seed (Matthew 13:22). The rich young ruler “went away sorrowful; for he 
had great possessions” (Matthew 19:22). Still for some, misplaced priorities and fear 
of commitment (Luke 9:57-62) have driven them away from the glorious gospel. 
 
2. RESISTANCE:  Matthew 14:1-2; Acts 12:1-4  
Some not only reject but also resist the gospel. They do so because they feel 
threatened.  Occasionally, the resistance can be violent leading to persecution or 
even martyrdom.  In this category are people like Herod who beheaded John the 
Baptist for reproving him of immorality; killed James, and imprisoned Peter.  Also are 
the Jews who accused Jesus of heresy and eventually crucified him, stoned Stephen 
to death (Acts 7:51-60) and tried to stop the apostles from preaching Christ. 
 
However, sometimes resistance comes in more subtle ways than these overt 
practices.  Some, not willing to submit to the whole truth of the scripture, have 
created for themselves empty religiosity that gives them a false sense of serving the 
God whose course their actions destroy (2 Timothy 4:3,4). Paul talked of those who 
“preach Christ even of envy and strife … the one preach Christ of contention, not 
sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds” (Philippians 1:15, 16).  Another 
variant of this group are those who misinterpret scriptures to suit their conduct. 
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3. REPENTANCE:   
Examples abound in scriptures of those who repented of their sins on hearing the 
gospel. They turned from idols to serve the living and true God (1 Thessalonians 
1:9). The turning away from sin and sinful practices open a new and lively 
relationship for them with God. Through the grace of God, they receive power to 
break bad habits and live the good life that hitherto was impossible (Romans 7:22-
8:3). Truly old things pass away and all things become new (2 Corinthians 5:17). 
Sinful relationships are broken and new ones developed with other Christians whom 
they once despised. They become members of the divine family where God is their 
Father (2 Corinthians 6:17, 18).  Their relationships with God become real, lively and 
personal.  Prayers are answered and they discover meaning and purpose to life. 
However this is only the beginning of the new life. 
 
4. RECEPTION:  compare Matthew 19:22 with vs. 27 
After repentance, God still speaks to His children through His word, although He will 
not force them. The onus is on the believer to either accept or reject the gospel 
message. The goals of God for the believer are: 

 To make him conformable to the image of Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 3:18; 
Ephesians 4:11-15); and 

 To give him the privilege of participating in the mission of Christ (John 17:18; 
Matthew 28:19,20) 

The extent to which a believer achieves these goals depends largely on how open 
and receptive s/he is to the gospel. Many have been saved for years but are still 
babes in the Lord at the time they ought to be teachers (Hebrews 5:12-14); simply 
because they are not open and receptive to the scriptures. The attitude God expects 
of all believers is to receive and execute the truths of the scriptures as they are 
discovered. This is what the Jews in our text did. The acceptance of the gospel 
should not depend on circumstances, opinions of men or ease of implementing it.  
Generally, God will not take anyone serious who jokes with His Word. This was 
clearly understood by Paul whose response to God’s word could be summed up in 
his declaration - “immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood” (Galatians 
1:16). That ought to be the response of every Christian (Acts 17:11). 
 
It is a noteworthy contrast that after hearing Jesus, the rich young ruler mentioned 
earlier, “went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions” (Matthew 19:22); but in 
that same chapter, under the same setting Peter asked Jesus a revealing question, 
“Behold, we have forsaken all and followed thee what shall we have therefore?” 
(Matthew 19:27).  This is striking! What the young ruler would not do because of 
rejecting the gospel, the disciples had already done cheerfully. What a contrast of 
incredible proportion!  Jesus clearly stated ‘He that is not with me is against me and 
he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad’ (Matthew 12:30). The distinction 
here was sharp and clear.  
We have seen in this study two basic types of responses to the scriptures:-  
 1.  the negative for those who reject and resist; and 
 2.  the positive for those who repent and receive. 
There can be no middle ground or hiding place. You are either in one group or the 
other. Examine yourself – to which group do you belong? May the Lord help you to 
re-examine your basic attitude to His word; and that pride, bigotry, carnality, vanity 
and materialism will not keep you away from the blessings of the gospel. Amen. 


