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Study35:  THE WILLINGNESS TO SERVE 
Nehemiah 11:1-36 

 
This chapter deals with the populating of Jerusalem through the willing obedience of 
the people, with the aim of consolidating their victory and achieving greater fulfilment 
of God’s promises of redemption than had yet been experienced by the returned 
exiles. The issue of re-peopling Jerusalem was first raised in Chapter 7:4 and is 
taken up here again as a follow-up for effective implementation. This reminds us of 
the need to repeat action until the intended purpose is achieved (II Timothy 4:1, 2; 
Galatians 6:9).  The consecration of the people to follow the directives of leadership 
is a great lesson we all need to learn today.  They did not offer moral support or 
money but themselves for the population of Jerusalem.  There are times where the 
offering moral support and / or money may become utterly useless in accomplishing 
divine objectives without the offering of ourselves (Isaiah 6:8; Matthew 4:18-20; John 
21:15, 20-22).   
 
From this lesson we can learn of the concern of the Jews both for the safety of 
Jerusalem and fulfilment of God’s promises as well as their consecration for service. 
 
1. CONCERN FOR THE CITY:  Nehemiah 11:1; 7:3-4 
 
Following the completion of the wall most of the ordinary workers returned to their 
respective cities where they would have had their families, businesses and farms 
established. The rulers were left in Jerusalem but their numbers were too few to 
populate the city. Concerned about the safety of the city and greater fulfilment of 
God’s promise they adopted a plan to conscript ten percent of the citizens to dwell at 
Jerusalem. The example from these Jews should challenge everybody never to be 
satisfied with half-hearted obedience nor partial victory. We ought to press on till we 
realize the total fulfilment of God’s promises in our lives (Philippians 3:1-16; 
Galatians 6:9-11). May this also serve as a solemn reminder that the mark of 
excellence demands that one should be concerned enough to consolidate the fruits 
of his labour (2 John 8; 1 Thessalonians 3:1-5; II Corinthians 2:13; 1 Corinthians 3:9-
15). Many out of misplaced priorities keep themselves busy with non-essentials 
leaving their primary tasks unattended (Songs 1:6; 1 Kings 20:39-40; Matthew 25:18, 
24-30; Haggai 1:4-11). There is a race to be run, a victory to be won, a battle to fight 
and we should be diligent in details and never relent our efforts until the final victory 
is won. 
 
 
2. CONSECRATION OF THE CITIZENS:  Nehemiah 11:2-36; Colossians 3:23 
 
The request of the rulers for volunteers to live at Jerusalem was greeted with a willing 
response of some citizens. Those who went simply subordinated personal interests 
for the good of the entire people. Their relocation would have involved a change of 
residence, which in turn would have affected their established businesses, 
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agriculture, career and network of social relationships. Yet they never allowed 
considerations of pleasure, convenience or personal preferences to affect their 
decision in a negative way. They were more interested in seeing the progress of 
God’s plan than accomplishment of petty-selfish interests. There was willingness and 
cheerfulness in their offer for service – qualities God treasures most in a believer (1 
Chronicles 28:9; 2 Corinthians 9:7, 8).  God expects a wholehearted commitment and 
consecration to Him (Romans 12:1, 2; Philippians 2:26-30; Luke 14:25-35).  Not until 
the members of a church or group of believers are willing to give up their small 
ambitions and petty-plans, and subject themselves into a great mass movement for 
the common good of God’s kingdom and the local assembly, their claim of loving 
God or consecration will ever remain a lip service. There must be personal discipline, 
constrain and sacrifice in true commitment, before one can expect to get meaningful 
progress to the glory of God. Many unfortunately want to eat the omelette without 
breaking the egg!   
 
May our lives be a demonstration of the song:  
 

Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord to Thee;  
Take my moments and my days,  
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.  
 

May we learn what it truly means to practically surrender all indeed to God as we 
sometimes sing in the song:  
 

All to Jesus, I surrender,  
All to Him I freely give,  
I will ever love and trust Him,  
In His presence daily live.  

 


