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STUDY 35: BROTHERLY LOVE AND RECOGNITION OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE            
James 4:11-17 

 
Evil speaking and a life of self-management by Jewish believers became the 
subject of divine correction in these verses. The tendency towards evil speaking 
is often fuelled by a desire to manifest or present oneself as being better than others - 
a 'holier than thou' attitude. Such people often attribute any bad thing that happens to 
others such as sickness, bereavement or other problems to God's judgment / 
punishment on their sins.  The question we should pose to such people is: are you in 
the council of God to know the reasons behind such adversities? 
 
Though the `audience' in James' epistle were seeds of Abraham, the emphasis 
on holy living was made without respect of persons. In every generation, God's 
standard on holiness is clearly spelt out so that no one will be disappointed on 
the last day (Hebrews 12:14; I Peter 1:15-16; I Thessalonians 5:23; Revelation 
21:27). Instead of speaking evil of one another, God expects brotherly love and 
instead of a self-managed lifestyle, He expects submission to the divine will and 
dependence on God's grace. 
 
LOVE TO BE DEMONSTRATED PERPETUALY James 4:11-12; I Thessalonians 4:9 
10; John 13:35; Hebrews 13:1. 
When the Bible says 'let brotherly love continue' it means that the love should 
remain on the same level as it was demonstrated in the Bible by saints. The 
demonstration of such love will be characterised by: 
1. Care and sincere concern for the plight of others without any strings attached (I 

Corinthians 12:25-27; Galatians 6:2,10), 
2. Self denial and consideration for the needs, feelings and wellbeing of others (I 

Corinthians 8:8-13). 
3. Helpfulness (Leveticus 25:35-36; Deuteronomy 15:11; Luke 1:39-40,56; Luke 

8:26-27,33-35; Luke 10:30-37). 
4. Prayerfulness (Acts 12:5,12; Colossians 4:12). 
5. Heart-felt love (I Samuel 18:1; John 11:11, 35-36; 11 Corinthians 2:13). 
6. Visitation (Acts 15:36). 
7. Sacrificial love (Romans 5:6-8; 1 John 3:16-17). 
8. Love in the truth (III John 1). 
9. Serving (John 13:1-17). 
10. Transparency, integrity, Openness and Forgiveness (Matthew 18:15-17, 21-35). 
11. Unity that is based on truth (I Peter 3:8; Acts 2:1; Romans 12:5; Galatians 
3:28; I Corinthians 1:10).  
 
Believers constitute God's family. After this short life, earthly families cease 
(Matthew 22:29-30; 12:46-50) and for eternity brethren will dwell together 
(John 14:2-3; Psalms 133:1; John 17:24). A song writer captured this well 
when he penned "Blessed be the ties that bind our hearts in Christian love." 
May the Lord open our eyes to understand and value spiritual ties much 
more than earthly ones. 
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LIVING BY DIVINE PROVIDENCE James 4:13-17. 
James reminds believers to recognize the fact that their plans and purposes are not 
necessarily synonymous with the will of God but are subject to divine providence, and 
hence should be qualified with “If the Lord wills”.  So doing will eliminate self 
management as well as recognize God’s overruling in human affairs.  Self-
management will mislead and ruin a believer. It shuts God out of a person's decision 
making process (II Chronicles 32:30-31; I Chronicles 13:1-4,9; 15:2; I Samuel 8:19; 
Jeremiah 44:16; Zechariah 7:9-11; John 7:17-18).  A higher plane of operation would 
be for believers to actually discover God’s perfect will and base his / her plans on it. 
The summary below can help every believer achieve this aspiration (John 5:30; 10:27; 
Matthew 26:39; Psalms 40:8). 
(a) Knowing God's will 
(i) Conditions: 

 Salvation 

 Restoration (Romans 12:1-2). 

 Removing our own will (Ezekiel 14:1-6). 

 A heart right with God (Psalms 25:9, 36:4). 
God in His love does not want any of His children to stray or remain in darkness (John 
8:12; Jeremiah 33:3). 
 
(ii) How to know God's will. God is boundless in the ways He reveals His will to 
His children.  

1. The Word of God is the will of God. Hence we can know His will by studying 
the Bible (II Kings 22:8,11-14; Jonah 3:6-10; Daniel 9:2). The will of God will 
never contradict His written Word (Acts 21:8-14). 

2. God can reveal His will through the impression of the Spirit upon the believer's 
heart (Acts 10:19-20, 8:29-30). 

3. Counseling from the Pastor or matured believers (Jeremiah 42:3-7, 6:16). 
4. Revelations, Visions, Dreams, Prophecies (Acts 10:3-5; Genesis 41; Daniel 

2:17 19). 
5. Clear, audible voice (John 12:26-30; Acts 26:13-15). 
6. Events (Psalms 32:9; Numbers 22:30-31; Daniel 4:32,37). 
7. Similitude (Numbers 12:8; Hosea 12:10). 
8. Prayer is central to knowing and doing God’s will (Ezra 8:21-23; Acts 4:23-

24; I Thessalonians 3:10; Daniel 2:17-19). 
 
(b) Doing And Abiding in the will of God. Unlike the merchants in our text who 
took their decisions and did whatever they desired, heavenly believers should 
know and do God's will. By creation and by redemption, God owns us (Psalms 
24:1). The realisation of this should make us have absolute faith in God's 
faithfulness, that He cannot mislead us. His will is always for our eternal good 
though we may not realise it so at this stage. His will is designed by His eternal 
love for His creation.  
 
 
 


