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Study 31:  A REDISCOVERY OF TRUTH 
Nehemiah 8:10-18 

 
As the celebrations of the feast continued the Jews discovered a serious omission 
they had made during their preparations. They had failed to build the booths as 
commanded in the law.  They immediately made corrections and experienced the joy 
that follows true worship.  Prompt obedience and taking specific action to address 
specific issues immediately they come to light is still God’s requirement for 
acceptable Christian Living and Service today – as it has always been in ages past.  
Our text today covers the celebrations from the latter part of the first day till the eighth 
day, and illustrates that the teaching of the word still occupied a central part of the 
convocation.   
 
 
1. COMFORT   FOR   THE WEEPERS:  Nehemiah 8:10-12; Colossians 3:16; 2 

Corinthians 2:5-8; Isaiah 40:1-2, 41:10; Luke 5:8, 15:17-19; Psalm 51:1-19; 2 
Corinthians 7:8-13 

 
Nehemiah and the Levites comforted those who repented and mourned for their sins.  
Genuine conversion of a sinner or restoration of a backslider is often associated with 
a sense of unworthiness and grief over their sins.   
1. The prodigal son felt unworthy to be called a son (Luke 15:17-21).   
2. Peter requested of Jesus “depart from me for I am a sinful man…" (Luke 5:8). 
3. David expressed deep sorrow for the trespasses he had committed (Psalms 51).   
These were not diplomatic overtures nor hypocritical cover-ups aimed at creating 
good impressions to gain public acceptance.  They were not pretending to be nice 
instead of repenting.  These conversions were marked by radical changes in 
thoughts, plans, actions, behaviours and lifestyles. 
 
They were encouraged to rejoice in the might of the Lord who had granted them 
victory in the building work.  Grieve over sins forgiven should not blind one to the 
love and faithfulness of God. The ministry of the mature believer also includes 
exhortation of genuine converts on assurance of salvation. 
 
 
2. CENTRALITY OF THE WORD:  Nehemiah 8:13,18; Joshua 1:6-9; 

Deuteronomy 6:6-9; 8:1; 17:18-20; Colossians 3:16; 2 Timothy 2:15 
 
Throughout the feast, the reading of the law occupied a central place. It set the pace 
and determined the pattern of the worship. The word of God should be the light and 
the yardstick for our lives. These worshippers were not tired of hearing the law 
continuously being read to them for seven days.  Genuine worshippers never get 
bored with Bible Study. The word remains ever fresh and illuminating to all true 
believers.  "He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer 
shall be an abomination" (Proverbs 28:9).  Many today turn away their ears from 
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hearing the law by: 
1. leaving the church instead of complying with biblical teachings, 
2. getting offended at the word  
3. accusing the minister of preaching against them  
4. trying to placate God,  
5. selecting what to hear,  
6. frowning / “taking cover” during messages they do not want to hear,  
7. going to toilet during sermon to avoid hearing specific Gospel truths.   
 
Faith comes by hearing the word (Romans 10:17). Victorious Christian living and 
prevailing praying comes through submission to the word we hear daily. 
 
 
3. CORRECTION  BY THE WORD:  Nehemiah 8.14-17; Genesis 28:20-22; 35:1;  

Matthew 19:1-7;  Hebrews 4:1-7,  Proverbs 15:10; Mark  13:37; Jeremiah 2:32 
 
Israel had neglected the proper celebration of the feast of tabernacle for nearly a 
thousand years; hence vital details like the erection of booths were forgotten. 
Negligence leads to forgetfulness. Perhaps their arrival and settlement in the 
Promised Land during the time of Joshua had made them to relax and forget the law 
(Deuteronomy 8:7-20). No wonder they could not retain the Promised Land. Man 
may forget but God never forgets His law. Jacob forgot his covenant with God when 
all was well but God reminded him more than 27 years later to return to Bethel 
(Genesis 28:20-22; 35:1).  For generations, the Jews violated divine principles in 
marriage, but Christ reiterated the original precept (Matthew 19:1-17). No matter how 
long man may forget God will never lower His standard nor condone mediocrity. 
 
Continued reading of the law led to a rediscovery of the truth. They immediately 
amended their ways in accordance with righteous demands (Hebrews 4:7).  They did 
not play down on the significance of the word nor procrastinate by deferring the 
erection of the boots till the following year on the excuse that they did not know and 
therefore did not come prepared.  Similarly, they did not overlook it on the grounds 
that stopping the service there to erect the boots will interrupt the programme.  It is 
better to interrupt man’s programme in order to implement God’s.  Often in today’s 
society, the errors of those who have forgotten God days without number (Jeremiah 
2:13,32) are adopted as a new standard for all to follow; and any one who deviates 
from their error is ostracised from the society and tagged "dogmatic, fanatic, old 
fashioned, rigid, etc". In times like this we need to remind ourselves that it is only the 
old time religion that is good enough for heaven. 

 
God expects prompt obedience to His word the moment it is discovered. To delay or 
argue about established principles in the Bible is only an indication that one has no 
relationship with God (John 13:8). To these earnest worshippers such discovery 
gladdened their heart, and submission to the word brought added joy. We miss the 
joy of sonship when we refuse to be corrected by the Word of God. "… Blessed is he 
that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book..." (Revelations 22:7).  
Insincerity, hypocrisy and backsliding are the causes of grief to many when corrected 
by the scriptures (Proverbs 15:10). It is only fools that despise instruction.  
 

 


