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STUDY 3: THE PRAYER OF FAITH WITH ASSURANCE OF ANSWER 
James 1:5-8 

 
Still within the context of trials and temptations, James exhorted believers to seek divine 
wisdom to guide their judgments, in the control of their spirit and temper as well as in the 
management of their affairs. The necessity of divine wisdom in the time of great 
temptations and trials was captured by George Duffield, the songwriter, when he penned: 

Stand up, Stand up for Jesus, Stand in His strength alone; 
The arm of flesh will fail you; Ye dare not trust your own. 
Put on the gospel armour, And watching unto prayer; 
Where duty calls, or danger, Be never wanting there. 

 
When Jesus taught His disciples how to pray, His model prayer included: "And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil..." (Matthew 6:13). It is only the type of over-
confidence and pride that leads to destruction that would make a believer not to daily lean 
on God's strength to overcome the subtlety of satan. 
 
Satan and his agents, with over 6,000 years of experience in tempting people are certainly 
wiser than man although his wisdom is not comparable to God's. He employ every wile 
(Ephesians 4:14) so as to deceive, if possible, the very elect (Matthew 24:24-26) with the ultimate 
aim of sifting his victims like wheat (Luke 22:31,32). The believer is therefore warned to be 
sober (I Peter 1:13; 4:7), vigilant (I Peter 5:8), to take heed (I Corinthians 10:12) and walk 
circumspectly (Ephesians 5:15). If we heed these admonitions and daily put on the whole armour 
of our warfare (Ephesians 6:10-18), we shall surely win. In his exhortation, James 
demonstrated clearly the certainty of answered prayer, the steadfastness of faith required in 
praying through and the dangers of wavering. 
 
CERTAINTY OF ANSWERED PRAYERS James 1:5,6; Matthew 7:7-11. 
Wisdom to outwit the devil is available to the believer just for the asking. "If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God...." It is unpardonable evil to perish as a fool in the hands of 
the enemy by not asking for wisdom. God's character in response to his children's 
request is marked by unlimited liberality. He gives more than is needed (Jeremiah 33:3) 
and He does so without upbraiding - implying that we can come as often as we need to, to 
the throne of grace and each time receive more than enough for our needs. "It shall be given 
him..." - Prayer is asking and receiving. The believer prays to God the Father (John 16:23) in the 
name of Jesus (John 14:12-15) through the help of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:26) with full 
understanding of rights and privileges (I Corinthians 14:14-15) and in harmony with the word 
of God (John 15:7). When such prayer emanates from unwavering faith (James 1:6), and is 
accompanied with praise and thanksgiving (Philippians 4:6), then answers are bound to follow. 
 
CONSECRATION FOR ANSWERED PRAYER  J ames 1:6; Hebrews 11:6; Matthew 9:28-
30; Luke 18:1-8; Daniel 10:1-13; Romans 4: 16-21; Hosea 6:3; Habakkuk 2:1; Isaiah 8:16-17; I 
Corinthians 15:58; Proverbs 24:10. 
"But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering". One of the strategies of satan is to cause 
believers to be unstable so that he can ruin their testimony and integrity (II Samuel 12:14).  He 
starts by casting doubt on the believer concerning God's faithfulness and ability to 
deliver. When the doubts settle in, he follows it up by sending thoughts, ideas, and 
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imaginations that gives the victim a temporary feeling of relief and wisdom, whereas he / 
she has actually deviated from the faith and would soon face terrible consequences 
(Proverbs 21:16; Isaiah 50:10,11). A distrustful, shifting and unsettled person is not likely to value 
a favour from God and therefore cannot expect to receive it. Men who receive promises and 
do exploits for God are those who remain steadfast in faith amidst intense opposition of satan. 
Steadfastness wearies the devil and is an essential activator of faith. To achieve it we 
must: 
1. Place greater value on the wisdom of God above rubies (Proverbs 4:7). 
2. Believe that God is able to supply all our needs according to His word (Romans 4:16-21). 
3. Believe that God is faithful to make good His promises to those who sincerely seek 

Him. 
4. Believe that God will deliver us just in time to avoid disaster (Psalms 46:1,5). 
5. Avoid all distracting influences and be willing to pay the price of patience and focused / 

persistent prayers (Proverbs 1:10; James 5:16). 
6. Refuse to yield or faint despite the pressure (Proverbs 24:10; Psalms 27:13). 
7. Avoid short cuts (to disaster), second bests and cheap alternatives (Isaiah 50:10,11). 

CONSEQUENCE OF ALTERNATING PERSUATION  James 1:6-8; Hosea 7:11-16; 
Genesis 49:3,4; Proverbs 24:10; Luke 18:8.   God by principle has determined that His righteous 
ones will live by their faith, and if they turn back, then His (God’s) soul will have no pleasure in 
them.  This is an established principle and there is nothing one can do to change it.  One must 
either fit in and reap the benefits or fail to do so and automatically attract the consequences. 
James described the character of the waverer and also specified their perils. The 
wavering person is likened to the wave of the sea which: 
1. is driven and tossed here and there, up and down by the winds of circumstances. Since he 

lacks inner stability - an anchor for the soul, his actions and course are left at the mercy of 
extenuating circumstances. 

2. rises one moment and falls the next. One minute he believes; another he does not. He says 
yes and then no to what God has promised, never making up his mind which way he 
believes. 

3. there is no stability but constantly swells and sinks. He staggers, helpless in prayer. 
He is sometimes lifted up by faith and then thrown down again by distrust. He 
sometimes mount towards the heavens with an intention to secure glory and honour and 
immortality, and then sinks again in seeking ease of the body, or the enjoyments of this 
world.  He comes to God with unsettled convictions.  

These renders him "a double minded man" - one torn between carnal and spiritual 
things; who would neither give up the world nor heaven.  He has two minds inside him; one 
tries to believe, the other disbelieves.  There is a civil war within him – trust and distrust of God 
waging a continual battle against each other.  At one moment, there is something like faith and 
confidence in God, then the next moment, the mind is filled with uncertainty and doubt.  Hope 
on one hand, and the fear of not obtaining the favour which is desired on the other, keep the 
mind restless and his life fruitless.  To such a person James retort: "For let not that man think 
that he shall receive anything of the Lord". It is certain that a doubtful man will not get an 
answer as it is that the man of faith will get an answer.  More often than not, the doubter 
and unbeliever take shortcuts to disaster or settles down for second bests and accept 
cheap alternatives (Isaiah 50:10,11).  Following lines of least resistance may ease the 
pressure for a while but it never makes one to rise higher in his / her experiences with 
God.  

Be steadfast, unmovable; By faith stand your ground,  
Let the world not entice you; nor let error confound,  
For the Lord is your portion; His word is your guide, 
Be steadfast, unyielding, and turn not aside. 

 


