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Study 17:  DIVINE BLUEPRINT FOR HOLISTIC VICTORY 
Nehemiah 5:1-19 

 
We concluded the series of studies in Chapter 4 by examining ten ingredients to 
successful living as exemplified in the life of Nehemiah in the rebuilding of 
Jerusalem’s wall at the time of intense opposition.  In this chapter we notice that the 
external opposition is temporarily quelled, and as the building work progressed, there 
was also a serious internal battle for Nehemiah to win – correcting the sins / 
excesses of the, rich and restoring moral sanity in the society.  It is often easier to 
fight the enemy without than the one within but wholesome victory is only possible 
when we muster the guts to clear the ruts.  Often those who are bold in facing the 
enemy without develop cold feet (or butterflies in their stomach) when it is time to 
deal with the enemy within.  It must however be noted that failure to face the enemy 
within will ultimately destroy the foundation to sustained victory.    
 
1. CONDITION OF THE POOR 

Nehemiah 5:1-5; Songs 1:6; Psalms 9:12; 107:19,28; 1 Timothy 6:9-12 
 
The combined effect of the activities of the enemies, low agricultural production and 
exploitation by the rich had culminated in famine. Enemies of progress would have 
rejoiced at the turn of events but divine deliverance was just around the corner for 
God’s people (Proverbs 24:16,17).  “Many are the afflictions of the righteous but 
the Lord delivers him from them all” (Psalms 34:19). 
 
Unable to support their families, many were forced into selling their fields, raising 
loans and even selling themselves in order to survive. Instead of showing mercy, the 
rich nobles were exploiting the situation to make excessive profits out of their poor 
countrymen. It is astonishing that while some were sacrificially giving themselves to 
divine service, laying up treasures for themselves in heaven, others were subtly 
exploiting them to amass wealth on earth where moth, rust and thieves to consume 
(Matthew 6:19-21).  
 
Pressed to the walls of poverty and knowing nothing else to do, the people cried and 
lamented over their predicament. The rich paid no attention to their cry (Proverbs 
21:13).  Love of money and covetousness made them insensitive to the plight of the 
poor and to ignore the commandments of the Lord about lending to the poor, and that 
without usury (Deuteronomy 15:6-11; 23:19,20).  They ignored the consequences of 
their disobedience. How easy it is to forget God when the heart is infected with 
worldliness and materialism!  “Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he 
fall!” (I Corinthians 10:12).  “Weeping may endure for a night but joy comes in the 
morning” (Psalms 30:5).  God hears the cry of the humble and delivers them from all 
their troubles. It is always darkest before dawn. 
 
2. CORRECTION OF POWERFUL OPPRESSORS 

 Website:  www.victoriouschristianministry.org;  
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 Nehemiah 5:6-13; 1 Peter 4:16; Ephesians 4:26; Proverbs 31:8,9; Galatians 
1:10 
 
In response to their cry, and in realisation of the danger, Nehemiah stepped in to 
ameliorate the situation. It takes a man with moral sanity to correct the ills of the 
society. God expects this from every believer today (1 Peter 2:9; Matthew 5:13-16; 
Mark 8:38; Isaiah 61:4). Evil triumphs when good men do nothing. It is better to try 
and fail than to fail to try. To sit at limbo is to assist the devil in perpetrating his 
ills.  MAY THE LORD DEPEND ON YOU! 
 
Nehemiah’s response was quick and decisive. He expressed reasonable anger 
and rational thinking as well as applied corrective measures toward the 
oppressors. His rational thinking led to the development of a workable strategy. He 
used the power of public opinion against the exploiters who, being ashamed of their 
evil, could not answer anything. By passionate pleas, appeals to patriotic sentiments, 
national pride and moral conscience he took the exploiters to task and brought them 
to bear with his demands. It is to the credit of the effectiveness of his strategy that 
“the people did according to this promise” (v 13). 
 
3. COURAGE OF THE PIOUS  

Nehemiah 5:14-19; Romans 2:21-23; Hebrews 13:5,6; I Corinthians 9:1-16; II 
Corinthians 12:11b-18. 

 
In today’s fallen word, some want to eat the omelet without breaking the egg, but it 
takes a man of moral power and genuine integrity to restore sanity to a fallen 
society. Many have lost their influence and power through double standard living, 
self-indulgence, compromise, covetousness, and lack of self-discipline / fear of God. 
Nehemiah’s life was exemplary and gave him the moral power to challenge the 
sinners.  Though appointed Governor for 12 years, he never demanded for his rights 
because he was primarily concerned about the predicament and well being of his 
people. He practiced his precepts, lived sacrificially, selflessly, lent money, supported 
himself and his staff at his personal expense, and refused to exact his tax rights. 
These ingredients are indispensable in effective leadership. One must dig deep to 
build high. There is invincible power in purity. “He that hath clean hands shall be 
stronger and stronger.” (Job 17:9).  The righteous shall be as bold as lion (Proverbs 
28:1).  It took courage and moral power for:  
1. Nehemiah to correct the sins of these powerful / privileged oppressors (Nehemiah 

5:14-19) 
2. Paul to correct Peter publicly when he behaved in an unbecoming manner 

(Galatians 2:14,17,18).  
3. Jesus to openly challenge the people “which of you convinceth me of sin” (John 

8:46) 
4. Prophet Samuel to challenge the Israelites “whose ox have I taken”? (I Samuel 

12:3,4,19).  
We must be free from compromise, double standard living, disobedience to clear 
scriptural demands, fear, insincerity, cover-ups, deception, worldly craftiness 
(disguised as wisdom), hypocrisy and all forms of moral weaknesses if we are to 
muster courage to clean up the ruts as God expects every believer worth his or her 
salt.  In these last days, God’s clarion call is for holistic victory that will last till eternity.  


