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STUDY 17: A PROGRAMME FOR EFFECTIVE VISITATION   
James 1:27 

 
James 1:27 underscores the fact that adherents to the true religion are characterised by:  
(i) Visitation to the fatherless and widows, and    
(ii) Lives That are unspotted from the world  

 
Our last study concentrated on the ministry of visitation, and today’s seeks to place in our 
hands tools for effective visitation work.   
   
A line from a popular song in the mid sixties admonishes - "if you have anything 
to do you better do it well". This seems to be re-echoing in Paul’s admonition 
to Timothy to “Make full proof of thy ministry" (II  Timothy 4:5). It is a waste 
of time and energy starting a race that one does not intend to finish. It is also a 
waste of resources building a house one does not intend to use. Jesus 
highlighted the danger of not accomplishing one's mission when He stated "And 
no man having put his hand to the plough and looking back, is fit for the kingdom 
of God (Luke 9:62). On the other hand, Solomon pointed out that desire 
accomplished is sweet to the soul (Proverbs 13:19). 

 
As God daily adds to the church such as should be saved (Acts 2:47), it is the 
responsibility of the saints to daily assist these newcomers in working out their 
salvation with fear and trembling (Philippians 2:12). To help us in this respect, a 
summary of possible messages / exhortations on follow-up is presented below to 
serve as a guide for the training and equipping of souls for heaven. A prayerful use of 
these materials could be instrumental in shaping souls for eternity and winning stars 
on your crown. 

STUDY ONE: ASSURANCE OF SALVATION 
John 3:1-6; 5:24; 6:37; Romans 8:1,16; Isaiah 1:18; I John 1;9; Proverbs 28:13; Numbers 23:19.  God 
promised to save all who repent of their sins and yield their lives to Christ. He cannot lie to anyone who 
fulfils the condition. You can take God at His word. He is bound to forgive and cleanse the sins of those 
who truly repent. Today could be your chance to experience the miracle of sonship. Feelings 
and circumstances may change but God's word remains forever settled in heaven. 
 
STUDY TWO: SPIRITUAL FEEDING (BIBLE STUDY) 
I Peter 2:2; Ephesians 6:17; Joshua 1:8; Isaiah 34:16; Romans 10:17; Colossians 3:16; II Timothy 2:15; 
Matthew 4:1-11; Psalms 119:9,11,99-105. 
The Word of God is food for growth, foundation for faith and weapon against the devil. Systematic 
daily study of the scripture is indispensable for the race. Both personal and group study 
complements each other. The gospel of John, the epistle to the Romans and daily reading 
materials are good starting points in personal systematic bible study for new converts. 
 
STUDY THREE: COMMUNION WITH THE LORD (PRAYER) 
Matthew 7:7-11; 6:5-13; Luke 18:1; Philippians 4:6; Matthew 11:28; John 14:13; Acts 4:12; Hebrews 
4:15; James 1:5-8; Mark 11:22-25; Psalms 66:18; Matthew 21:22; James 5:14-18. Prayer is to the soul 
what breathing is to the flesh. It is the lifewire for spiritual life. It could be as simple as asking and 
receiving. When directed to God in the name of Jesus the answer is sure to come. Faith and righteous 
living are prerequisites for a dynamic and effective prayer life. Victory and power are products of 
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prayer. Others may intercede for you but to enjoy the vibrancy of the spiritual life you must develop 
your personal prayer life. 
 
STUDY FOUR: LEANING ON THE EVERLASTING ARMS (FAITH) 
Hebrews 11; Mark 11:22-24; Romans 4;16-25; Isaiah 48:17,18; Psalms 89:34; Number 23:19; Psalms 
119:89; John 8:36; Romans 6:14; Exodus 15:26; Isaiah 53:4-5; Job 36:11; Psalms 1:1-3; 23; Philippians 
4:19; John 20;24-29; Proverbs 3:5; III John 2; Psalms 34:10; 68:19; Luke 10:19; Mark 16:16-18; I Corinthian 
10:13; II Timothy 3:12; Hebrews 2:17,18; Matthew 5:10 
God is faithful.  His promises are yea and amen.  Only faith can ignite and obtain the substance of these 
promises. Answered prayers, victory over sin and Satan, healing and health, prosperity, overcoming 
temptations, trials and persecutions are some the blessings that faith brings. Release your faith and 
tap divine resources for yourself and your family. 
 
STUDY FIVE: EVIDENCE OF THE NEW BIRTH AND STEADFASTNES 
Mathew 7:16-27; Romans 12:1,2; Galatians 5:22-26; Ephesians 5:1-12; II Corinthians 13:5; Romans 
8:16; Ephesians 4:1-3; Galatians 5:1,13,16; I Corinthians 15:58; Galatians 6:9,10; Hebrews 10:12,15; 
10:36-39; Matthew 24:12-13. 
A tree is known by its fruits. The evidence of the new birth is a changed life and Christ-like behaviour. The 
fruit of the spirit in all his ramifications must be present as the Holy spirit confirms in your heart that you are 
a child of God. Daily self examination is crucial to a steadfast living. To gain heaven at last you must 
continue to the end. Whether in the public or in private ensure your life conforms to the bible and that 
you walk consistently with God. 
 
STUDY SIX: FELLOWSHIP, WITH SAINTS 
Hebrews 10:22-25; Proverbs 27:17; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; Acts 2:41-42,46,47. I John 1:3-7; II Corinthians 6:14-
18; I Corinthians15:33; II John 10,11; II Peter 2:1-3; Matthew 7:15-20; 24:24-27; John 10:10. 
It is impossible to be a solitary Christian.  Fellowship with saints, through the local church and house 
fellowship is indispensable to healthy spiritual development. Love, joy, warmth, encouragement, 
guidance, support and care are some of the blessings to be derived from such fellowship. Remember 
there could be wolves in sheep's clothing, whose aim is to steal, kill and destroy. "It does not matter ... 
God understands" are some of their philosophies. The bible enjoins true believers to avoid such. Above 
all maintain an unbroken fellowship with God the father, Son and the Holy Spirit. 
 
STUDY SEVEN: SHARING YOUR FAITH (EVANGELISM) 
Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15; 5:18-21; John 1:40-46; 9:25; Acts 1:8; I John 1:3; Ezekiel 3:17-21; Matthew 10:33; 
Mark 8:38; John 3:16,17; Acts 8:4; Phil 4:6. 
To keep your Christian experience and live victoriously above sin and the world, it is essential that you 
share your new found faith with others. The temptation to hide one's faith often lead to compromise. 
Besides, witnessing to others of the goodness of the Lord is a command from God. A command is to be 
obeyed irrespective of feelings and dispositions. Your testimony could be as short as "come and see" or 
"once I was blind but now I can see". Your rate of spiritual growth increases as you share your faith with 
others. 
 
STUDY EIGHT: THE HOPE OF OUR CALLING 
I John 3:1-3; I Corinthians 15:51-58; I Thessalonians 4:13-17; I Corinthians 2:9; II Peter 3:10-15; Revelation 
20:10-15; 21:1-8; 22:1-7,10-12; John 14:1-3; Psalms 15:1-5. Jesus has gone to prepare a place for all 
believers. He will come again to take us home to heaven. Heaven is a prepared place for prepared 
people. The earth is not our home. We are strangers and pilgrims - just passing through this world. 
What joy it shall be when we shall meet Christ face to face, to part no more. What glory will attend the 
angelic worship when the faithful saints shall be rewarded "according to every man's work".  When the 
roll is called up yonder I will be there! 


