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Study 11:  EXPLOITING THE POSSIBILITIES OF PRAYER 
Nehemiah 4:1-6 

 
The proper organization and supervision of the work in chapter 3 led to such 
significant and rapid progress in the rebuilding of the broken walls that the enemies 
took notice of it.  Through mockery, ridicule and taunts, the enemies tried in vain to 
hinder the work. Here lies the salient point - Spiritual progress almost always 
attracts spiritual opposition.  This is a statement the believer will do well to 
remember! There is no great man of God who did not experience significant 
opposition close to their moment of Spiritual breakthrough!  Nehemiah and his 
men, trusted in the God who had commissioned the work and committed their course 
to Him (1 Peter 4:19).  Their response to the opposition started with prayer.  They 
prayed and God granted them even more progress in the work. Prayer works even 
when all else fails, but we must not wait for all else to fail before we begin to pray! 
 
Prayer and action are essential and complementary ingredients for success.  Both 
are required if meaningful success is to be achieved.  Nehemiah was very prayerful, 
but he did not use prayer an excuse for action (i.e. work in this case).  They 
understood the need to balance prayer with corresponding action towards the 
achievement of the desired objective, in line with Solomon’s declaration that “In all 
labour there is profit: but  the talk of the lips tendeth only to penury” (Proverbs 
14:23).  As pointed out by a man of God “Only weeds can grow without any man 
planting any seed.  Yet, many believers seem to suffer from ‘God can do it’ 
syndrome… All the prayer in the world can never substitute for work…. Many 
believers believe in sitting at home, waiting for manna to fall.  They believe that if 
they pray hard enough, prosperity will come.  But there are some principles of the 
kingdom that do not answer to prayer.  All it takes is the rightful application of the 
appropriate principle, and you will see the returns in terms of blessings and 
breakthrough…. All the prayer meetings in this world cannot bring progress into your 
life, if you hold your hands and do not work.  God performs miracles and not magic, 
for which man will seek for open doors when he does not work?”  
 
 
1. PERSECUTION BY FOES:   

Nehemiah 4:1-3; 2 Timothy 3:12; Matthew 10:24,25; 1 Peter 4:12-16 
 
The prospect of completing the wall and the Jews becoming formidable grieved the 
enemies. Through mockery, contempt, ridicule, scorn and jesting, Sanballat, spurred 
by Tobiah tried to weaken the workers and frustrate their work. The strength and 
safety of the Church has always been a grief and vexation of its enemies. The devil 
may “allow a sleeping dog lie” but he will constantly attack and oppose the 
living and militant church, along with their members.  Indeed, “all who desire to 
live godly lives in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution”. There is nothing new under 
the sun. The devil’s strategy does not change with time. He used similar methods on 
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Christ and other men of God (e.g. John Wesley, Charles Spurgeon, etc).  And it 
should not surprise us if he adopts same for us. 
 
2. PRAYER OF FAITH: 
 Nehemiah 4:4,5; John 17:14,15; Acts 4:29,30; Ephesians 6:18-20; 1 Peter 4:7; 
Mark 1:35; Matthew 14:22-23; 26:36-45; James 5:16-18; Lamentations 2:19. 
 
The normal response of a natural man to situations like this would have been 
panicking through fear rather than by prayer of faith.  But convinced that God 
sanctioned their course, the Jews at this time exploited the possibilities of prayer in 
addressing the issue of the enemies.  They shifted their focus from the immediate 
problem to the greatness of their God.  How great is your God? Problems become 
delightful prospects when handled with prayer.   They (i.e. the problems) take their 
proper perspectives when viewed through the eyes of God.  Prayer changes 
circumstances.  If believers will learn to spend their days in prayers, then would 
they live to spend their years in praises.  Jesus’ devotion to prayers should serve 
as a model for all believers. They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.  
Prayer is synonymous to fuel that powers the engine.  A motorcar will not drive 
without fuel no matter how new it is! 
 

What a friend we have in Jesus;   
All our sins and grieves to bear 
What a privilege to carry    
Everything to God in Prayer 
O what peace we often forfeit    
O what needless pain we bear 
All because we do not carry       
Everything to God in prayer 

 
3. PROGRESS BY FAITHFULNESS: 
 Nehemiah 4:6; Daniel 11:32; Job 19:19-25; Exodus 1:12 
 
God’s work can never be stopped or hindered by opposition. Rather proper Biblical 
response to opposition can become the stepping stone to miraculous breakthroughs.  
Christ attracted more followers in the midst of opposition; Paul established more 
churches amidst persecution; the early church multiplied in membership during 
persecution; Israelites waxed stronger and multiplied with increasing affliction. 
Persecution produces spiritual power when God is in it. “The people that do know 
their God shall be strong and do exploits”. When believers know God in spirit and 
in truth; when they understand His attributes in verity and fact, and when they believe 
in His faithfulness and appropriate His love and might; then they can gain freedom in 
the fire, make progress in the midst of problems, and prosper in austerity. When the 
heart is fixed trusting in the Lord, the hand will be firm abounding in His work, 
and the mouth will be filled with delightful praises of victory. As the Jews 
prospered in the work despite opposition, so can believers and the church at large, 
make progress despite persecution! 

 
 


