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Study 2:   GOD’S WILL AND PRINCIPLES REVEALED IN THE SALUTATION  
Text: “Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplied” (Jude 1:2). 

 
The focus of Jude is on “earnestly contending for the faith”, but after the introduction 
in verse 1, he went on to wish believers a multiplication of the mercy, peace and love, 
which they would have already experienced through their relationship with Jesus 
Christ from Salvation. We learn vital truths from this opening salutation: 
1. Many New Testament epistles start with prayer of blessings or good wishes that 

reveal the objective of the writer and the will of God for the recipients. Jude was 
not an exception to this, but it is noteworthy that he was not just wishing “addition” 
of these blessings but a multiplication – implying a state of ever increasing, never 
ending and all sufficient fullness in these graces! The rates at which we receive 
and retain the blessings of God depend on our capacity to receive the knowledge 
of the word of God and practically obey them in our day to day living.  

2. The starting greetings in most of the New Testament epistles contain the word 
“grace”.  Jude’s greeting is unique in that he does not use this word, even though 
his salutation is clearly a reflection of God’s grace towards us.  Some believe that 
Jude deliberately left out that word because many of the false teachers that had 
infiltrated the church had corrupted the use of that word by turning the grace of 
God into lasciviousness (vs. 4).  If this interpretation is correct, it would illustrate 
that Jude followed the example of God in Hosea 2:16-17 who replaced the use of 
the word “Baali” (my master or my Lord) with “Ishi” (my man or my husband) 
because the use of Baali was so corrupted in the society that God did no longer 
want it to be used in association with Him.  God is a jealous God and has 
declared “I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to 
another, neither my praise to graven images” (Isaiah 42:8); therefore we His 
children must carefully guard again bringing the name of the Lord into disrepute 
by our character, conduct, language or association.  

3. God’s will is for believers to grow and increase in whatever qualities and 
experiences that they have received from God (I Thessalonians 4:9,10; 2 Peter 
1:2-16; 3 John 1:2).  

4. The consequences of obedience to his message in verses 3 to 25 would be the 
multiplication of their mercy, peace and love.  Often, many erroneously think that 
God’s commandments will curtail their mercy, peace and love.  This is always the 
trick of the devil.  Many scriptures remind us that obedience to the 
commandments of God will not only bring but increase our mercy, peace and love 
(Isaiah 48:17-19; Psalms 34:12-17; Joshua 1:7-9). 

5. Therefore the route to getting and increasing in mercy, peace and love is through 
focusing in obeying God’s commandments (Deuteronomy 8:2,3,15 and 16).  

6. People who despise the commandments and corrections of God are actually 
forsaking their own mercy, peace and love (Jonah 2:8).  

7. God multiplies his mercy, peace and love to us, not for selfish enjoyment but to 
enable us become more like Jesus as well as to become channels of these 
graces to those around us (2 Corinthians 1:3,4; Matthew 5:7; 23:23; James 3:17).    
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