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Study 1:   INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF JUDE 
Text: Jude 1:1,3 

 
1. The Book 
One of the 66 books of the Bible was a letter from Jude to early Christians, but it is 
equally relevant to Christians living in today’s world as it provides guidance on the 
role of the church on key issues such as contemporary culture, human rights, liberty, 
keeping ourselves in the love of God and preparations for Christ’s return, etc.  It has 
been described as “The difficult and neglected letter” as it touches on salient issues 
of doctrine and faith that many are uncomfortable to handle.   
 
There is no mention of the place it was written but some have suggested Egypt or 
Palestine.  Despite a few early objections, the book of Jude has always been 
accepted as authentic part of the cannon of scripture, which “is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished 
unto all good works” (2 Timothy 3:16,17).   
 
2. The Author  
“Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James…” (Jude 1:1).  
Most theologians agree that Jude was the half brother of Jesus Christ mentioned in 
Matthew 13:55, who did not believe that Jesus was Messiah during Jesus’ lifetime, 
(John 7:3-5; Mark 3:20-21, 31-35), but later got converted and served in the early 
Church (Galatians 1:19; Acts 1:13-14).  Having grown up in the same family with 
Jesus, and being transformed from a skeptic / scoffer to a believer, Jude has a 
poignant message that all should listen to and act on.   
 
Jude is the English form of the name Judas (Ioudas).  The Greek form of Judah 
literally means “to give thanks, laud, and praise”.  This anglicanised version of the 
name was used to disassociate the author from Judas Iscariot.  
 
It is noteworthy that Jude introduced himself as “a servant of Jesus Christ and a 
brother of James” – a mark of humility and pointer to the way he relates himself to 
Jesus.  “Servant” is the Greek word “doulous”, meaning bond-servant or slave who 
“completely and absolutely assign all personal rights over to the authority and will of 
another person; to be in a permanent relation of servitude to another, his (the slave’s) 
will altogether swallowed up in the will of another”.   It would have been true if Jude 
introduced himself as the brother of Jesus Christ.  However, he did not want by so 
doing to (perhaps out of pride) to claim special relationship with Christ, but rather he 
was content to serve the cause of Christ in the role that God had planned for him. 
This introduction also indicates that he was not resentful of his brother’s (James) 
success as the leader of the Church in Jerusalem – a reflection of the contentment 
that comes from a deep work of grace that is only possible through personal 
knowledge of Christ as Lord and Saviour.   
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3. The Audience 
“… to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus 
Christ, and called” (Jude 1:1) 
 
The target audience of the epistle are Christians in all ages "...that are sanctified by 
God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called".  So the message in the 
epistle is directed to all who are sanctified (i.e. set apart or dedicated to God), 
preserved (i.e. protected / kept in Christ) and who have responded to God’s call to 
salvation and divine service (Romans 1:1; 6:1-2; 8:28; Jude 1:24-25; I Corinthians 
1:2).   This introductory address suggests that this was a general epistle intended to 
be circulated among the churches rather than being for one local congregation.  
 
4. The Date 
The exact date the epistle was written is not known but is mostly believed to have 
been written somewhere between 60 A.D and 90 A.D.  The close similarity of the 
contents with 2 Peter 2, and the belief that Peter who died in 65 A.D. may have 
quoted from Jude suggests the date to be 65 A.D. or earlier.  History records that 
Domitian, the Roman Emperor, questioned the grandsons of Jude in AD 81–96 
regarding an accusation of their belonging to the royal house of David. This again 
suggests a possible date between 60-65 A.D.   Irrespective of when it was written the 
message is timeless and worth observing by Christians of all ages.   
  
5. The Message 
“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, 
it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 1:3). 
 
This short book of only 25 verses is full of spiritual insights and principles for an 
extensive and detailed study, which we shall be undertaking systematically.  The 
message was directed to Christians who were in the danger of being corrupted 
through false teachers with immorality, error, pride, divisiveness and extremism to 
turn the grace of God into lasciviousness – all dangers prevalent in contemporary 
churches, which is increasingly becoming indifferent to ‘gospel’ truths through 
relativism, syncretism and ‘modernisation’.  The message centres on (a) human and 
(b) divine responsibilities along the lines of “God has discharged His responsibility by 
delivering to you the pure faith of true Christianity, it is now your responsibility to 
earnestly fight not only to preserve but also to uncompromisingly practice and 
transmit (i.e. pass on) the eternal / unchangeable truth, if you are to make heaven at 
last”.   
 
To earnestly contend for the faith implies among other things:  
1. being thoroughly grounded in God's word (2 Timothy 2:15).  
2. taking a direct stand against those who either deny the absoluteness of scriptural 

truths or distort the pure faith of true Christianity. 
3. Being prepared for whatever consequence the defence of the faith may bring 

(Daniel 3:17-18). 
 
May the Lord depend on you to earnestly contend for the faith!   

 


