
Hedges of Fear 

Have you ever wondered why God instructed His 
people “...with a strong hand… saying… nei-
ther fear ye their fear, nor be afraid.  Sanctify 
the Lord of hosts Himself; and let him be your 
fear, and let Him be your dread” (Isaiah 8:11-
13)?  In order words, He commanded us to fear 
nothing but Him alone.   This is because fear is 
like a two edged sword, with the object of fear de-
termining its outcome.  The object of a person’s 
fear has the capability of hedging-in the person.   
 

When the object of fear is God, then God hedges-
in the person into His fortress of divine protection.  
However, when the object of fear is circum-
stances, man or satan, these hedges-in the per-
son into destructive bondage.  The Bible tells us 
that Job feared God, and God made a hedge 
about him to the extent that satan could not pene-
trate nor gain access to anything that belonged to 
Job (Job 1:8-10).  Similarly, “the fear of man 
brings a snare…” (Proverbs 29:25) to the extent 
that such a person can transgress “for a piece of 
bread” (Proverbs 28:21).   
 

It is part of the innate nature of man, that a person 
seeks to please and satisfy the object of his / her 
fear.  When that object is God, then the fear leads 
to obedience to the Scriptures that produces right-
eousness and consequently, divine favour.  Truly, 
“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wis-
dom: a good understanding have all they that 
do his commandments: his praise endureth for 
ever” (Psalms 111:10).  It is therefore, not a sur-
prise that God should build a hedge of protection 
around such people.   
 

In the same vein, the fear of circumstances, man 
or the devil will result in attempt to please these 
objects by means that can result in direct compro-
mise to the word of God.  This will result in divine 
displeasure that will strip off God’s hedge of pro-

tection allowing the devil 
to build his hedge of cap-
tivity for torment and de-
struction.  This is why 
God warned:  “I, even I, 
am he that comforteth 
you: who art thou, that 
thou shouldest be 
afraid of a man that 
shall die, and of the son 
of man which shall be 
made as grass; And for-
gettest the LORD thy 
maker, that hath 
stretched forth the 
heavens, and laid the 
foundations of the earth; and hast feared con-
tinually every day because of the fury of the op-
pressor, as if he were ready to destroy? and 
where is the fury of the oppressor?” (Isaiah 
51:12-13).  
 

As Job learnt through bitter experience, the 
thing a person fears will materialise in reality if 
that fear is not dealt with on time (Job 3:25).  It 
is therefore wisdom to “… Sanctify the Lord 
God in your hearts…” being fully assured that 
nobody can “… harm you, if ye be followers of 
that which is good” (I Peter 3:15,13). 
 

Believers are called to walk by faith and not by 
fear.  Any fear whose object is not God paraly-
ses profitable actions, enslaves through sin and 
compromise that brings satanic bondage.  The 
only safe and healthy fear that a believer can 
entertain is the fear of God - as that brings true 
wisdom that liberates, empowers to dominate 
and secures blessings and divine protection.  In 
all your doings and decisions, learn to fear God 
only and it will be well with you.      
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 “The fear of man 
bringeth a snare: but 

whoso putteth his 
trust in the LORD 

shall be safe”  
(Proverbs 29:25).  


